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Over winter break, several 
sais students participated in an 
unprecedented trip to Myanmar 
to engage in intensive Burmese 
language study. the developing 
southeast asian nation, which 
has made headlines in recent 
years for its human rights vio-
lations, has attracted a surge of 
diplomats, business people and 
tourists following its transition 
to democracy.

Anne Gillman, a first-year 
southeast asian studies con-
centrator, was among the 
group of students to travel to 
Myanmar. Before she applied 
to sais, Gillman had studied 
Chinese in taiwan and hong 
Kong, and she intended to be-
gin studying indonesian. how-
ever, she was also interested 
in the role that China plays in 
Myanmar’s development, and 

she heard enthusiastic reviews 
from fellow students who had 
visited the country. finally, 
when Gillman learned of Johns 
hopkins university’s strong 
ties with Myanmar, “it all fell 
into place,” she said.

the southeast asian studies 
program requires its students to 
study a language abroad over 
winter break. there were es-
tablished programs for other 
southeast asian languages, but 

this year’s Burmese students 
were responsible for creating 
the experience themselves, 
Gillman said.

“We started planning the trip 
really early, trying to find teach-
ers and places to live,” Gillman 
said. “We heard that hotels were 
all booked, and we wanted to 
do it on a budget. there is such 
a demand for Burmese teachers 
now, and everyone is charging 
exorbitant rates.” fortunately, 

their research was successful: 
the group found two Burmese 
teachers, one of whom teaches 
the language to foreign service 
officers.

Before her trip, Gillman 
learned a few cultural tips: don’t 
touch people on the head, don’t 
point with your feet, and don’t 
handle objects with your left 
hand. additionally, Myanmar 
is a completely cash economy, 
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renee wynveen
first-year student at the 
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“I had worked in sarajevo, 
where serb snipers took target 
practice on bundled old ladies 
hauling canisters of filthy water 
across town and where pictur-
esque parks had been trans-
formed into cemeteries to ac-

commodate the deluge of young 
arrivals…When i returned to the 
united states, sidbela and sre-
brenica stayed with me. i was 
chilled by the promise of pro-
tection that had drawn a child 
out of a basement and onto an 
exposed sarajevan playground. 
i was haunted by the murder of 
srebrenica’s Muslim men and 
boys, my own failure to sound 

a proper early warning and the 
outside world’s refusal to inter-
vene even once the men’s peril 
had become obvious.”

–samantha Power, A Prob-
lem from Hell

I walked into a room filled 
with laughter. Cheerful women 
with worn and tired faces sur-
rounded me. seventeen years 
after the 1995 serbian massacre 

of Muslims in srebrenica, the 
women gathered as they do ev-
ery two weeks to share stories, 
tease one another, but most im-
portantly, to make sure that the 
story of their tragedy would not 
be forgotten.

on this particular occasion, 
the women welcomed students 
from the Bologna Center and  
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aLex STevenS 
first-year China studies 
ConCentrator

when we encounter some-
thing new and unknown, some-
thing we’ve never experienced 
before, our first reaction is to 
compare it to something with 
which we are already famil-
iar. as a student of China on 
my first visit to India, a coun-
try that until a few weeks ago 
i knew next to nothing about, 
you could very well say this has 
been the theme of my trip.

“india is a country of con-
trasts: old and new, rich and 
poor.” oh, so is China! “india 
is proud of its growing middle 
class.” China has one of those, 
as well!  “as a country that has 
seen increasing growth in the 
past few years, one could say 
that india is envied by Western 
nations slipping into periods of 
economic stagnation.” Well…

so when we arrived in 
Jaipur, Rajasthan to find that not 
only did my trip coincide with 
the Jaipur literature festival, 
but that Peter hessler would 
be speaking as part of a panel 
discussing indo-Chinese rela-
tions, the coincidence seemed 
too serendipitous not to attend. 
(hessler is new yorker’s for-
mer China correspondent and 
author of such acclaimed books 
as River Town and Oracle 
Bones, not to mention some-
thing of a hero of mine.) as the 
Chinese would say, it was per-
haps yuanfen (fate) that i would 
arrive in Jaipur precisely when 
this discussion would be taking 
place.

the discussion was titled 
“the elephant Paradigm and 
the dragon Paradox,” and it 
compared the past and future of 
both countries’ politics, econo-
mies and societies, as well as 
how to best approach their rela-
tionship in these fields. Joining 
hessler would be two renowned 
indian intellectuals: Gurcharan 

das, former Ceo of Proctor & 
Gamble’s indian branch and au-
thor of India Grows at Night: A 
Liberal Case for a Strong State 
and The Elephant Paradigm, 
and nandan nilekani, Chair-
man of the Unique Identifica-
tion authority of india (uiai).

the crowds leading into the 
festival grounds put even rush-
hour traffic in New Delhi to 
shame. feet were stepped on, 
there was pushing and shoving 
– at one point, we were con-
cerned things would devolve 
into a stampede. after squeezing 
our way through the throngs of 
attendees, we managed to find a 
few seats towards the back, just 
as the three speakers took their 
own seats in the front.

The talk lasted for forty-five 
minutes, with fifteen minutes 
allotted at the end for ques-
tions and answers. at the cen-
ter of the discussion was this 
key comparison: China suffers 
from an overly strong state and 
an overly weak society, while 
india suffers from precisely the 
opposite. yet if either (or, for 
that matter, any) society wishes 
to enjoy long-term sustainable 
development, it must have both 
a strong state and society, ac-
cording to Gurcharan das. 

das spoke with an elegant 
clarity and the passion of a 
polemic, and he guided the 
discussion with his ideas and 
inquiries. hessler, on merely 
his second day in india, would 
at times resemble a fish out of 
water, offering his take only 
when prompted. his reluctance 
was understandable, however, 
as the talk on indo-Chinese re-
lations focused mostly on india 
and its social ills. (nilekani of-
fered his opinion even less fre-
quently than hessler.)

the central tenet that indian 
society runs on, according to 
das, is the concept of dharma, 
or duty. the spiritual compo-
nent of dharma leads to a strong 
sense of social responsibil-

ity and collectivism. however, 
when mixed with the vast range 
of communities in indian soci-
ety – be it ethnic, religious, or 
anything of that sort – the result 
can be a fiercely pluralistic so-
ciety that overpowers the state.

“india is a salad,” das said, 
“and China is a soup.” das used 
this colorful analogy to intro-
duce his idea that india accumu-
lates the differences in its soci-
ety, while China assimilates. 
in other words, while Chinese 
society stresses uniformity and 
singularity (as if one were look-
ing at a soup), the differences 
amongst indians are readily 
apparent, similar to the chaotic 
jumble of different ingredients 
in a salad. this comparison is 
an example of the brilliant sim-
plicity of das’s rhetoric, and his 
ability to convey complex ideas 
in an easily digestible manner.

in contrast to the “salad” 
that is indian society, hessler 
asserted that the best way to 
understand contemporary Chi-
nese society is by starting with 
the traumas it experienced in 
the twentieth century, includ-
ing the disintegration of the 
republic, the Japanese occupa-
tion, a vastly destructive civil 
war, and the dogmatic years 
of Mao Zedong. as a result of 
this hardship, society was left 
“weakened” and “traumatized,” 
according to hessler. the Chi-
nese state easily overpowers 
this weak, fragmented society, 
taking on the Confucian role of 
a vigilant, ever-present father 
figure.

an unbalanced power dy-
namic between state and so-
ciety will prevent both the 
Chinese and indian economies 
from surpassing the quicksand-
like plateau that several latin 
american countries, which 
once experienced similar pat-
terns of growth, are now suffer-
ing from. Which country will 
“win” and surpass the other, all 
speakers agreed, depends on 

who achieves this balance first.
the question and answer ses-

sion drew compelling questions 
from indians, americans, and 
even a group of young journal-
ism students from shantou uni-
versity in Guangdong province. 
hessler twiddled his thumbs 
in silence for the better half of 
those fifteen minutes, however, 
as most of the questions re-
garded how to best address the 
issues of state inefficiency and 
corruption in india. 

one member of the audi-
ence bluntly asked (and i para-
phrase): “Can we say that China 
and india have anything to do 
with each other at all? is their 
relationship really that strong? 
are they really that similar?” 
this question brings up a point 
that i always try to keep in 
mind: Making a comparison 
is a quixotic venture, destined 
to fail. While two things may 
share surface similarities, at 
their core, they may be more 
or less fundamentally different. 
the taj Mahal may incorpo-
rate symmetry in its design in 
a manner similar to the forbid-
den City, but beyond that, the 
two historic sites could not be 
more different.

as someone who has spent 
the past few years analyzing 
a deeply complex civilization 
with more than five thousand 
years of history, it is both daunt-
ing and exciting to once again 
peer into the infinite abyss of 
a mysterious new place. since 
this trip started, i have been 
chipping away at the misin-
formed impressions i had of in-
dia. as with China, this process 
of uncovering and understand-
ing is a journey without any 
foreseeable end. as i stumble 
around India during the final 
few days i have left, making 
one clumsy comparison after 
another, there is only one thing 
i’m sure of: i will never look 
at a soup-and-salad combo the 
same way again.

india’s Jaipur literature Festival
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the university of Bologna, 
who were participating in a trip 
sponsored by Bologna’s Center 
for Constitutional studies and 
democratic development. the 
trip gave students the opportu-
nity to visit Bosnia and herze-
govina, seventeen years after 
the signing of the dayton ac-
cords, which ended the three-
year Bosnian War.

the women’s laughter 
quickly turned to tears as they 
shared their experiences of suf-
fering, the disappearance of 
loved ones, their flees to refu-
gee camps, and their difficult 
returns to a destroyed town. 
Many women had to bury the 
remains of fathers, brothers, 
and sons killed in the massa-
cre, or face the reality that they 
may never have confirmation of 
their loss. the women wept at 
their loneliness, their anger at 
the serbian authorities, and the 
lack of hope in srebrenica. 

some of the women shared 

that they had met serbian peo-
ple who were responsible for the 
disappearances of their family 
members. While some of these 
serbian citizens were remorse-
ful, others feigned indifference 
or denied any knowledge of 
wrongdoing. the psychologi-
cal effects of permanent physi-
cal separation from loved ones 
was still traumatizing.

the most impressive qual-
ity of our hostesses was their 
ability to instantly turn their 
tears into laughter. they re-
counted stories of humorous 
visits with their doctors and 
of attempting to engage in in-
tercultural communication in 
the refugee camps. the meet-
ing was a beautiful end to the 
2013 sarajevo study trip, for 
students witnessed the human 
consequences of intra-state vio-
lence, and the human impact of 
international decisions. from 
a policy perspective, students 
observed the power of civil so-
ciety and individuals in recon-

structing a state. 
during the course of the trip, 

students met with the united 
nations development Program, 
the united nations high Com-
missioner on refugees, the eu-
ropean delegation, the united 
states department of state and 
agency for international devel-
opment (usaid), the Court of 
Bosnia herzegovina, the World 
Bank, and the Office of the 
high representative. the stu-
dents also took a tour of sara-
jevo with a gentleman who had 
grown up during the siege on 
the city. Prior to their meeting 
with the women of srebrenica, 
the students were able to visit 
the memorial for the more than 
eight thousand Muslim men 
and boys killed at srebrenica. 

development, ethnic unity, 
and refugee reintegration are 
still challenges seventeen years 
after the peace agreement was 
signed. these problems are 
now coupled with high unem-
ployment, especially among the 

youth. the government of Bos-
nia and herzegovina is in con-
tinual political deadlock, and 
there is rampant corruption in 
the country. Bosnia and herze-
govina continues to walk a long 
road toward recovery, and de-
spite the frustrations of some of 
the trip speakers, they remained 
committed to the job for Bosnia 
and herzegovina’s citizens.

as the sun set on sarajevo on 
my last evening there, i looked 
around the city. i saw people 
going about their lives, and i 
was reminded that despite the 
war and conflict that had robbed 
so much from them, people did 
live on. rebuilding this country 
will take a long time, but citi-
zens’ hopes will inspire inter-
national and national efforts to 
move forward. i gained an un-
forgettable life lesson from this 
experience: to have resilience 
even in the face of unspeakable 
tragedy. as we embark on var-
ied careers, let us never forget 
for whom we are working.
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so she was advised to bring 
only fresh one hundred dollar 
bills. finally, Gillman and her 
classmates dined at a Burmese 
restaurant with their professors 
shortly before the trip, so she 
was prepared to order at least 
one dish when she landed: fried 
noodles.

When Gillman arrived in the 
country a few days before the 
rest of the group, she was im-
mediately struck by the differ-
ence between Western expecta-
tions and reality in Myanmar:

“the trip made real for me 
how far Myanmar has to go. 
a lot has changed, but they  
still have a lot left to do. 
there is a little bit of an irra-
tional exuberance here in the  
united states following the 

opening and democratization, 
but when you go to Myanmar, 
you realize there’s still a long 
way to go.”

she stayed in a modest local 
apartment without hot water, 
which provided no escape dur-
ing the first few days when she 
felt overwhelmed. “What am i 
doing studying this language?” 
she asked herself.

however, she grew to love 
the country as she figured out 
a daily routine. she is quick to 
add that she never felt unsafe, 
as well. “the biggest danger 
was falling in a hole in the side-
walk while walking.”

Compared to her experiences 
in China, Gillman was surprised 
to find there was little staring 
or taking photos. Children of-
ten said hello to practice their 

english, and taxi drivers were 
happy to practice Burmese with 
her. “People were very friendly 
and took good care of us. We 
didn’t feel cheated at all. you 
had the feeling people knew 
where you were at all times, but 
it wasn’t intrusive.”

Gillman said her trip rejuve-
nated her interest in Burmese 
language and southeast asian 
studies. she is motivated to 
learn more grammar structures 
and to expand her vocabulary. 
she is also interested in expand-
ing her knowledge of asean 
and its individual member na-
tions, she said.

“This trip definitely con-
firmed my desire to work in 
asia after sais,” Gillman said. 
“in other asian countries, you 
usually meet young people 

who work in an nGo or teach 
english, and they are uncertain 
about what they want to do with 
their future. But everyone i met 
in Myanmar wanted to stay, be-
cause they enjoyed being a part 
of history. i thought that was 
great.”

there may be opportunities 
for sais students in the rapidly 
developing nation, as well, ac-
cording to Gillman.

“The ‘SAIS Mafia’ is alive 
and strong in Myanmar,” Gill-
man said. “i met someone 
whose aunt went to sais, a 
sais alum just moved there to 
start a bank... there are many 
jobs for saisers in Myanmar.”

INSIDE: Find a series of 
photographs from the beautiful 

country on pages 12 and 13.

“SAIS Mafia” in Myanmar

Sarajevo Trip: The Power of Civil Society
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hopkins-nanjing center

IN receNT Sino-Japanese 
relations, a small group of un-
inhabited but potentially oil-
bearing islands has resurrect-
ed a deep-seated nationalistic 
animosity among Chinese. 
Japan’s twofold invasion of 
china during the first half of 
the twentieth century planted 
in the mainland a dark con-
ception of the Japanese. The 
Nanjing Massacre is the most 
famous example of destruc-
tion caused by the Japanese 
military. as yet, Japan has not 
formally apologized, although 
an international military 
criminal tribunal was estab-
lished and has prosecuted 
several military commanders. 
Despite the international tri-
als and convictions, the Chi-
nese people and the victims 
in Nanjing do not believe “jus-
tice” has been served.

as an outsider living and 
studying in Nanjing,  i see how 
the city is characterized by its 
past. Nearly century-old wu-
tong trees line the streets, re-
publican-era architecture and 
culture is still present, and 
one is constantly reminded of 
the Nanjing Massacre. it was 
only after the development of 
international criminal legal 
mechanisms, and when war 
rape became the focus of my 
studies, did i realize my sur-
roundings — a city which still 
blares sirens every December 
13, and after 75 years, still 
holds a grudge against its for-
mer invaders.

When i talk to Nanjing 
people about this, it seems 
that this old resentment is 
unlike any other. Dislike of 
Japanese culture in general, 
refusal to purchase Japanese-

made products, and even di-
rect reference to the Japanese 
invasions transpires in daily 
conversation. of course, ev-
ery victim of similar atrocities 
will nurse grievances, but the 
Chinese sentiment towards 
the Japanese is arguably more 
continuous and pervasive. is 
this because of a miscarriage 
of justice on an international 
scale? is there some distinct 
characteristic of the Sino-Jap-
anese wars that warrants this 
intensely negative attitude? is 
it because of Japan’s refusal to 
apologize, or even to deny its 
occurrence at all? is it due to 
an unusually strong national-
istic pride within China?

These questions certainly 
are not for me to answer, but 
it is curious how this senti-
ment has traversed into con-
temporary Sino-Japanese re-
lations and manifested itself 
in the ongoing dispute over 
the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands. 
angry citizens torched Japa-
nese manufactured cars, or-
ganized groups ransacked 
Japanese owned stores, and 
people took to the streets in 
China’s cities, protesting and 
burning japanese flags. all 
of this animosity resurfaced 
because of japan’s reaffirma-
tion that the Senkaku/Diaoyu 
islands are its sovereign terri-
tory — ultimately a fight over 
less than seven square kilo-
meters of land; five islets and 
three rocks.

last January, former Japa-
nese prime Minister hatoya-
ma yukio visited the nanjing 
Massacre Memorial hall. the 
third former prime minister 
to visit the memorial, hatoya-
ma planted a tree and stated 
his hopes that an atrocity like 
this would never occur again. 
he added that the japanese 
people ought to feel respon-

sible, and expressed somber-
ly, “Today i plant this tree of 
friendship, in the hopes that 
it will grow tall, and when it 
blossoms and bears fruit, that 
i will return here again.”

contrary to official japa-
nese statements denying any 
dispute over the Senkaku/
diaoyu islands, hatoyama 
admitted the existence of a 
dispute, indicating what the 
Chinese might take to be a 
political concession on behalf 
of the Japanese government. 
hatoyama immediately clari-
fied that this statement rep-
resented his own individual 
stance, and emphasized that 
he had not consulted with in-
cumbent political leaders.

Both hatoyama’s actions 
and words seem honest, and 
indicative of his awareness 
that this issue has little to do 
with territory, and more to do 
with political and nationalis-
tic values. in the midst of all 
the recent political feuding 
and social uproar, he found it 
crucial that he visit Nanjing, 
pay his respects to the victims 
of the massacre, and extend 
an apology. Perhaps he recog-
nized the influence of japan’s 
past aggression towards Chi-
na on current national senti-
ment, and the individual na-
ture of a “sense of justice.”

The current situation re-
garding the islands could pos-
sibly have its roots in a past 
miscarriage of justice — an 
admittedly abstract concept. 
as i dive into the history of 
international armed conflict 
for my thesis research in a 
city still marred by the scars 
of war crimes while current 
Sino-Japanese tensions run 
high, i find myself fitting puz-
zle pieces together. The con-
cept of individual criminal 
responsibility, as opposed to 

state responsibility, sets forth 
that an individual military 
commander shall be held re-
sponsible for war crimes due 
to his superior status over the 
actions of his troops, but of-
ten does not live up to its “in-
dividual” characteristic.

My thesis focuses on crimes 
against civilian women — war 
rape, a distinct feature of the 
Japanese invasion. at the To-
kyo trials, 25 men were found 
guilty on behalf of thousands 
of japanese offenders for 
their crimes against millions 
of Chinese. Victims and sur-
vivors rarely see their direct 
offenders brought to trial as 
rapists, leaving the surviving 
women without justice and a 
general mistrust of the inter-
national system.

ultimately, history was 
never settled between China 
and Japan, and the interna-
tional justice system has not 
satisfied china. the inability 
of the international Military 
Tribunal for the Far East to 
deliver justice and security to 
china has influenced fervent 
and defensive national senti-
ment. With so many powerful 
states unwilling to recognize 
or adhere to international 
law, situations ranging from 
war crimes to territory dis-
putes will continue to occur, 
and will continue to promote 
adverse relationships be-
tween countries. hatoyama 
perhaps recognized the Chi-
nese individual’s emotional 
necessity for justice, and 
made his individual contribu-
tion to that effort. given the 
extreme actions taken by in-
dividual citizens as a result of 
national animosity, hopefully 
the importance of the indi-
vidual to national sentiment 
will be incorporated into the 
international justice system.

a Nation’s Pain: Studying the  
Foundations of China’s Grievances
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The Separatist Insurgency in Thailand 
and the Need for a regional response
nICOLaS MarrO
CertifiCate student at 
hoPKins-nanJinG Center

ThaILand’S Muslim-major-
ity region of Pattani has faced 
a widespread separatist move-
ment since 2001, which escalat-
ed in 2004 and continues to pose 
a serious obstacle for Bangkok 
and for greater regional stabil-
ity. the Pattani communities 
of these southern provinces are 
heavily comprised of Muslim 
thai-Malays who have more 
in common culturally, linguisti-
cally, and religiously with their 
ethnic cousins in neighboring 
Malaysia to the south than with 
the capital and other provinces 
to the north. they have been 
fighting for separation for de-
cades, with proposals ranging 
from the creation of an inde-
pendent Muslim nation to join-
ing the federation of Malaysia.

Malaysia has largely re-
mained silent on the issue, 
however, to avoid provoking 
Bangkok, the thai-Malay in-
surgents, and even the local 
Muslim communities in north-
ern Malaysia. these communi-
ties share many commonalities 
with their thai-Malay cousins, 
which include religiously con-
servative constituencies in the 
northern states governed by the 
Pan-Malaysian islamic Party, 
the prime local opposition to 
the ruling uMno administra-
tion in Kuala lumpur for de-
cades. the insurgency remains 
turbulent and very powerful. to 
date, it is estimated that about 
5,400 have been killed and 
more than 9,600 wounded. a 
majority were harmed because 
of terrorist attacks or reprisals 
aimed at the local population 
in order to foment fear, distrust 
of the government, and discord 
between the Muslim and Bud-
dhist populations.

this insurgency cannot easi-
ly be classified as a domestic is-
sue, however.  While thailand 
has continually and adamantly 
refused outside assistance in 
the interests of preserving state-
sovereignty and a policy of 
non-interference, the separat-
ist groups threaten to escalate 
these issues to the international 
arena. the thai-Malay separat-
ists in southern thailand have 
found refuge among sympathet-
ic Malay Muslim communities 
in northern Malaysia, increas-
ing the potential of this conflict 
spilling over and mutating from 
a domestic insurrection into an 
international armed conflict.  

in efforts to forestall such 
developments, the Malaysian 
government repeated to thai-
land its previous declaration of 
cooperation and its offer of as-
sistance in dealing with the in-
surgency, citing its history as a 
mediator between the Moro is-
lamic liberation front and the 
Government in Manila in the 
southern Philippines. thailand 
has yet to respond with any 
proposal for concrete coopera-
tive action. if history can be a 
marker, Bangkok will likely 
continue treating this insurgen-
cy as a purely domestic issue, 
and refuse international help. 
the thai government appears 
convinced it can win this fight 
militarily, despite its inability to 
do so thus far, and in spite of 
the historically poor outcomes 
when southeast asian govern-
ments ignore political solutions 
to insurgent problems.

rather than staying a course 
that has not seemed to provide 
a viable solution, it seems clear 
that Bangkok should seek to 
elevate this issue to a regional 
plane and actively discuss po-
tential cooperative and novel 
solutions with Malaysia. dis-
cussion need not imply outside 

military intervention, nor any 
surrender of sovereignty. in-
stead, recognizing these issues 
by bringing them to the atten-
tion of the rest of the region 
could offer thailand work-
able and pragmatic solutions. 
simply trying to combat these 
separatist groups militarily will 
not surmount or eliminate the 
undercurrents of ethnic and re-
ligious identity that fueled these 
insurgencies in the first place.

Pattani Malays are not wont 
to trust a majority Buddhist 
Bangkok that neither under-
stands nor listens to their needs, 
but they might be willing to ac-
cept a deal brokered by Muslim 
Malaysia. Moreover, Malay-
sia’s experience of multi-ethnic 
and Muslim-majority society 
could provide thailand with not 
just the perspective on how to 
address the goals and needs of 
its Muslim thai-Malay minor-
ity, but also how to manage a 
religiously diverse country and 
achieve a more peaceful coex-
istence between Bangkok and 
the south. Malaysia’s crucial 
role in mediating the dispute 
between the Moro islamic lib-
eration front and the Philippine 
government demonstrated its 
comprehension in brokering an 
acceptable deal as a third party 
in a similar situation.  

finally, concrete security co-
operation with Malaysia would 
strengthen overall security 
across the region. for example, 
if thailand and Malaysia were 
able to coordinate their security 
forces to minimize civilian ca-
sualties and neutralize military 
targets, both sides would ben-
efit from the reduction in vio-
lence, extremism, and radical 
islamic terrorism. additionally, 
Malaysia would need not be 
the sole arbitrator. indonesia’s 
multitude of ethnic minorities 
and history of both sectarian 

violence and separatist move-
ments, and its successful miti-
gation of internal racial tension, 
could make it another useful 
model of governance and inter-
cession in the effort to diffuse 
these insurgencies peacefully.

But none of this can happen 
until Thailand first recognizes 
the issue as an international (or 
at least regional) concern and 
accepts multilateral discussion 
as a means of conflict resolu-
tion. at the same time, Malay-
sia and other potential mediator 
nations must be willing to fully 
and objectively engage with 
the situation. While the long-
term benefit to those mediators 
could be substantial, the politi-
cal costs of mediating the insur-
gency could be high. for ex-
ample, the uMno government 
in Kuala lumpur is scheduled 
to face elections in april 2013, 
and it does not want to alienate 
potential voters in the northern 
states who may then support 
the opposition Pan-Malaysian 
islamic Party, which often pan-
ders to local sympathies by 
speaking out against the plight 
of the Pattani thai-Malays.

to achieve an effective so-
lution, Malaysia’s willingness 
to endure potential internal 
political costs for long-term 
security is just as important as 
thailand’s willingness to inter-
nationalize the issue. southern 
thai separatist movements are 
no longer solely issues of do-
mestic concern, nor have they 
been for a long time. their 
scope and global importance 
have transcended the ability of 
the states in which they occur to 
effectively deal with them, and 
to prevent the violence continu-
ing (or even worse, mutating 
into a regional conflict), inter-
national cooperation and cross-
border action must be allowed 
and encouraged.

5
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nICOLe MOrGreT
seCond-year China stud-
ies ConCentrator

anyOne who has lived in 
Washington, d.C. for the last 
few months could hardly fail to 
notice the image and works of 
dissident Chinese artist ai Wei-
wei. his image was projected 
onto the side of the newseum, 
his antique wood installation 
fragments (2005) is on display 
at the arthur M. sackler Gal-
lery, and his circle of Zodiac 
animals dominates the exterior 
of the hirshhorn.

Walking around the “ai Wei-
wei: according to What?” exhi-
bition at the hirshhorn, which 
is open from october 7, 2012 
to february 24, 2013, a visitor 
might be inclined to wonder 
whether ai is an artist whose 
works mainly concern the po-
litical issues of contemporary 
China, or a political activist 
who communicates through the 
medium of contemporary art. 
he is perhaps the best known 
Chinese political dissident, and 
with his rather bohemian ap-
pearance and defiant posturing, 
he fits well the Western image 
of a rebellious countercultural 
artist. But is he any good?

      as a conceptual artist, 
ai’s work does not resembles 
that of the painters whose works 
have commanded the high-
est prices in the contemporary 
art market in recent years. the 
works of “according to What?” 
use a wide variety of media -- 
everything from repurposed 
pieces of Qing-era buildings to 
plastic crabs. Many call atten-
tion to specific issues, as well: 
Visitors are first greeted by an 
installation that reads out of the 
names of children who perished 
in poorly constructed schools 
during the sichuan earthquake 
of 2008, and visitors later en-
counter a pile of iron rebar 
recovered from the destroyed 
schools. Justice for the victims 

of official negligence is a noble 
cause, but one could be forgiv-
en for wondering if these works 
will stand the test of time -- or 
indeed, if they are even intend-
ed to.

      Many of ai’s works 
have a certain juvenile humor 
that may make it difficult for 
some to take him seriously. flip-
ping off tiananmen square and 
the White house, using puns 
(plastic crabs represent “river 
crabs,” a homonym for “har-
mony”), taking a selfie in the 
elevator as he is being carried 
off to detention... his work does 
not always have the weightiness 
one might expect of a man who 
is known for dealing with seri-
ous human rights issues.  ai is 
an artist for the internet age: his 
blog is widely read and censor-
ship is one of his political pre-
occupations. he even produced 
his own parody of “Gangnam 
style” at his Beijing compound, 
where he has been held under 
house arrest. this does not help 
change the fact that many of his 
works seem more meme than 
masterpiece.

      some of the less 
ephemeral works in “according 
to What?” make use of materi-
als recovered from demolished 

temples and other old build-
ings. These works reflect Ai’s 
interest in China’s rapid mod-
ernization, and its effects on the 
environment in which people 
live. in fact, ai contributed to 
this modernization himself with 
the iconic Beijing national sta-
dium, popularly known as the 
“Bird’s nest.” unlike his art 
that deals with specific issues 
-- such as his “river crabs” -- it 
is a bit harder to determine ai’s 
opinion on China’s moderniza-
tion. What is one to make of his 
defacing and destruction of an-
cient ceramics? a commentary 
on what China is losing to mo-
dernity, or on ancient objects’ 
lack of inherent worth?

      Whatever one thinks 
of the works themselves, ai 
Weiwei is worth paying atten-
tion to as a spokesman for hu-
man rights in China. While the 
West is reluctant to exert much 

pressure on such issues, there is 
evidence that Chinese citizens 
are reaching the point where 
they demand more from their 
government. Cynics might see 
ai as a self-promoter, but there 
can be little doubt he has suf-
fered -- if not for his art, then 
for his activism. the govern-
ment’s efforts to stifle Ai have 
made a martyr out of him, and 
created more interest in his art 
than there might otherwise have 
been. in this author’s opinion, it 
is safe to assume that ai’s de-
sire to defy authority is a genu-
ine part of his personality, and 
genuineness is not a quality in 
vast supply in today’s contem-
porary art scene.

“ai Weiwei: according to 
What?” will close at the hirsh-
horn on february 24th. the ex-
hibit will tour other u.s. cities, 
concluding with the Brooklyn 
Museum in 2014.

According to Ai Weiwei

CLOCkwISe FrOM TOP: 
river crabs and ancient urns on 
display at the Chinese artist’s ex-
hibition in washington, d.C.
 lauren CaldWell



Gabe neLSOn
seCond year China stud-
ies ConCentrator

aS ThOuSandS of trains 
full of homeward-bound travel-
ers chug across mainland Chi-
na, the d.C. campus can appear 
unsettlingly sedate for those 
used to the hustle and bustle 
of a traditional Chinese new 
year. Walking along the wide, 
empty, grid-pattern streets of 
Washington, with nary a jian-
bing vendor in sight, can prove 
disheartening to any sinophile 
saiser. While Chinese main-
landers spend their mid-winters 
exchanging cash-stuffed red 
envelopes, those in america 
may feel they are the victims 
of a Chunjie (spring festival) 
Grinch, with W2 forms substi-
tuted for hongbao. the gran-
ite buildings of embassy row 
may be stately and dignified, 
but for many they will never 
compare to the neon glitz and 
cacophonous echoes of a KtV 
bar. those accustomed to the 
raucous customs of spring 
Holiday may find it difficult to 
cope with the unnerving lack of 
impromptu fireworks displays 
in the middle of Massachusetts 
avenue.

though they (perhaps wise-
ly) stopped short of launching 
bottle rockets from the nitze 
courtyard, on february 9th, 
the sais China Club met for a 
grand potluck new year feast. 
Braised eggplant, mapo tofu, 
shrimp toast, and sundry des-
serts were on offer, the tangcu 
pork received rave reviews, and 
the more innovative gourmands 
even managed to make steamed 
jiaozi (dumplings) armed with 
only a rice cooker.

Club members gathered in 
the Kenney auditorium, laptops 
in hand, video-chatting with 
friends and family across the 
Pacific as they awaited the New 
year. CCtV’s annual chunwan 
spectacular blasted forth from 

the in-house speaker system, 
with the obligatory cameos from 
throngs of famous television 
personalities. Semi-proficient 
students of Mandarin furrowed 
their brows as they tried to fol-
low the “cross-talk” portions of 
the show. the air rang with the 
sounds of Celine dion’s appar-
ently excellent Chinese. (Who 
knew?)

Many non-Chinese are be-
mused by the antics of CCtV’s 
yearly special. Crooning news 
anchors, epic set construction, 
ethnic minority dances, and 
armies of acrobatic kung fu 
children are staples of the ex-
travaganzas. Club board mem-
ber trevor Clark compares 
non-native Chinese speakers’ 
viewing the television show to 
the “cultural context that is lost 
when non-americans watch 
Christmas specials or ‘dick 
Clark’s new years rockin’ 
eve.’”

Club member Zhou Jingjing 
suggests the CCtV chunwan is 
losing its importance and popu-
larity in Chinese society: “you 
cannot expect it would be like 
twenty years ago ... every fam-
ily would sit in front of the tV 
and spend the night in that way. 
internet and other technology 
offer other tools for people to 
celebrate the eve.”

Club board member and 

event organizer Jane (yutong) 
Zhao thinks CCtV’s chunwan 
is here to stay. “it’s a tradition 
for my family and me to watch 
this tV show on Chinese new 
year’s eve. it’s not chunjie 
without chunwan. and chun-
wan give families a chance to sit 
down and watch something to-
gether. it gives us a topic to talk 
about during the festival among 
friends. and chunwan also cre-
ates an atmosphere of warmth, 
happiness, and positive outlook 
for the future, which makes you 
feel as you were at home.”

as the epic 2013 chunwan 
wound to a close, Jane waxed 
eloquent on the true meaning 
of the spring holiday, “a time 
when family members all come 
back home and stay together, 
friends reunite, and all the 
people in the country are hap-
pily celebrating the new year. i 
love the pleasing atmosphere. 
it’s the highlight of the whole 
year.”

When prompted, she quickly 
becomes more ebullient in her 
assessment of what the holiday 
really is about: “food! dump-
lings! new year gift money! 
fireworks!” on a calmer note, 
“even though here we can 
make our own jiaozi, they just 
don’t have quite the same flavor 
as when you make them with 
family.”

trevor explains his view of 
chunjie: “to say it is the equiv-
alent of Christmas or thanks-
giving here in the united states 
may undersell it. the massive 
number of people that travel 
during that period in China is 
almost unfathomable. however, 
the spirit of the festival is very 
much in keeping with some of 
the major points of thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas, and that is 
the importance of family: see-
ing family, celebrating family, 
and experiencing the holidays 
with family.”

furthermore, for the Chi-
nese, taiwanese and Korean 
students who were unable to 
travel home for the holiday, the 
gathering at sais had special 
significance. “This event really 
gave them a chance to come to-
gether and celebrate with their 
family away from their family 
... When the countdown came, 
it was shared with the people 
in the room, and the family 
that these students have created 
here.”

the China Club will have 
ample opportunity to build its 
“family” ties during the com-
ing semester, as there are pre-
liminary plans for KtV, movie 
nights, brunches, language 
practice tables, more potlucks, 
possible lecture events later in 
the year, and (for the bravest 
and mightiest members of the 
sais community) ping-pong 
tournaments. 

the mission of China Club 
is to promote cultural exchange 
and deliver information about 
both traditional and contem-
porary China. the club brings 
together Chinese and China-
focused students, offers a plat-
form for students to organize 
activities, and helps expand the 
exposure of China and Chinese 
culture to the greater sais and 
d.C. communities.

anyone interested in China 
Club is invited to write to: sais.
china.club@gmail.com.

china club Welcomes snake year
7

Chinese New Year celebrations.  photo courtesy of china cluB
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naTaLIa drOzdIak
first-year student at the 
BoloGna Center

JOhn and i traveled around 
india, starting in Mumbai and 
making our way down to Ker-
ala, for two weeks this win-
ter break.  This was my first 
time visiting the country. i ar-
rived expecting to see a nation 
choking from its rapid growth 
-- with too many crowds, too 
much pollution and shoddy in-
frastructure. i was wrong. in-
stead, i was overwhelmed by 
the country’s buzz, the ambi-
tion driving its improvement, 
and the people’s drive for a 
better standard of living. in 
2010, a Pew report found nine 
out of ten indians believe india 
already is, or will become, one 
of the most powerful nations in 
the world. While i am skeptical 
if the study questioned indians 
living below the poverty line, i 
still believe that what i saw fa-
vors this statistic.

Walking through Mumbai’s 
old town, weaving through 
knick-knack shops and palm 
trees, i was struck by the in-
tense smells of incense, curries 
and clove cigarettes, and by 
the clang of pots and pans on 
sidewalk makeshift kitchens. i 
saw an open-mouthed man with 
a halo of flies curled up in the 
middle of the sidewalk’s pas-
sageway. the grubbiest street 

girl tapping my arm wearing 
cheap jewelry and what had 
been a colorful sari reminded 
me how important aesthetics 
is in every part of the world. 
Peeking into open doors, i not-
ed the order and cleanliness of 
the shop clerks’ pantries, and 
how less fortunate families or-
ganize what little they have. i 
observed the omnipresence of 
the westernized indian middle 
class – everyone on iPhones, 
teenagers sipping on starbucks. 
and the gross juxtaposition of 
soiled street-kids playing in 
puddles on the side of the high-
way, two blocks away from 
the world’s most expensive $2 
billion home owned by asia’s 
richest man, Mukesh ambani. 
India’s financial capital, Mum-
bai, clearly shows the worst of 
the country’s wealth disparity.

Not everyone is benefiting 
from india’s sustained growth, 
which has averaged about 6 
percent a year over the past 

two decades. two-thirds of in-
dia’s population still lives on 
less than two dollars a day. last 
year, consumer prices rose an 
average of more than 10 per-
cent. in any other country this 
would be fuel for an uprising, 
but in india an organized revolt 
is unlikely to happen soon. 

With 22 different officially 
recognized languages, the coun-
try is far too linguistically di-
vided to rally around one cause. 
We noticed this in the states of 
Goa and Kerala, where the offi-
cial languages are Konkani and 
Malayalam, respectively. ironi-
cally, english is the country’s 
unifying language. it is rare for 
expats to learn hindi, which 
explains why jaws would drop 
when Indians heard fluent Hin-
di roll off John’s tongue. their 
reactions were always amusing; 
my favorite was a girl behind 
the counter in the coffee shop 
who, in disbelief, made him 
repeat “Can i have the milk, 

please?” at least 10 times.
the struggle of india’s poor-

est is becoming more severe, 
but the government has done a 
good job of appeasing the mid-
dle class with liberal market 
reforms. the reforms, which 
began in 1991, have noticeably 
improved the lives of the mid-
dle class and have allowed for 
companies like tata to expand 
rapidly domestically and inter-
nationally. however, this is no 
longer enough.

as the world saw through 
the recent rape case in delhi, 
india’s middle class is starting 
to demand more. they want a 
better legal system, more social 
rights, and less corruption. the 
younger generation and even 
some large corporations are be-
coming more socially and envi-
ronmentally conscious, recog-
nizing that devastating poverty 
and a tragedy of the commons 
could quash further growth. 
and while those with high as-
pirations tend to hit a glass ceil-
ing of bureaucracy, corruption 
and injustice, indians are not 
throwing their hands up in de-
feat. Instead, they are fighting 
to improve their country slowly 
but surely through small and 
large gestures, like anti-littering 
signs and India’s very first bi-
ennale in Kochin. this exciting 
energy, pulsating from Mumbai 
all the way down to Kerala, left 
me enthralled with india.

nIMISha JaISwaL
first-year student at the 
BoloGna Center

be IT the dead of winter or the 
peak of summer, Venice stands 
out amongst tourist destinations 
as a city you will never find de-
serted. the annual Carnevale, 
however, takes the definition of 

crowds to a whole new level, 
and one of the most colorful 
and eclectic ones at that.

the Carnevale di Venezia 
2013 was a two week festival 
from January 26 to february 
12, for which thousands flocked 
to the island city on a daily ba-
sis. What would’ve been a two 
hour regional train ride from 

Bologna became three hours 
of standing pressed against fel-
low Carnevale enthusiasts, who 
were also reckless (or stupid) 
enough to head to the festival 
on its last weekend.

at least we never had to 
ask for directions. everyone 
seemed to have a single pur-
pose – to make it to Piazza  

san Marco. it seemed unlikely 
that anyone who would’ve  
liked to head elsewhere could 
have pulled it off, as even 
amidst the unidirectional flow 
of costumed and masked car-
nival-ers, we took over two 
hours to cover the 1.5 km 
walk to the main square. there  
were pros and cons of travel-

indian impressions

Vivi i colori: At the Venice Carnival

At Munnar in India.  photo courtesy of natalia drozdiak
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erIc LALLy
first-year student at the 
BoloGNa CENTEr

“Two households, both alike in 
dignity, 
In fair Verona, where we lay 
our scene, 
From ancient grudge break to 
new mutiny, 
Where civil blood makes civil 
hands unclean.”

These lines from romeo 
and Juliet were the extent of 
my knowledge about Verona 
before i visited this past Sat-
urday. however, upon ar-
riving in Verona, we quickly 
realized that the city has a 
character and charm that far 
exceeds any vague references 
in Shakespearean plays.  

Verona regularly humbles 
you with reminders of the 
vast history upon its cobble-
stones. once a roman city, Ve-
rona has been seized by many 
powers, including the Visig-
oths, ostrogoths, Napoleon, 
and the hapsburg empire, be-
fore returning to italian con-
trol in 1866.  

a roman arena (think 
mini-Colosseum) stands in its 
center. Though this structure 
is just a few years shy of two 
thousand years old, you can 
still scramble up the sturdy 
marble steps to get a gor-
geous view of the city, with 
the snow-capped Dolomites 

in the background. you can 
also walk out into the sandy 
arena, where (depending on 
the heights of your nerdiness) 
you may be tempted to do the 
following: re-enact scenes 
from Gladiator, quote from 
roosevelt’s “man in the area” 
speech, or bore your signifi-
cant other with details about 
roman military tactics that 
you gleaned from this week’s 
Strategy & Policy readings. 
however, this site is not just 
about the past; the commu-
nity still uses it as a venue for 
celebrations and, in the sum-
mers, open-air operas take 
place here. The arena high-
lights one of the things that 
italians do best: seamlessly 
incorporating history into the 
backdrop of their daily lives. 

Down the street from the 
arena, there is Piazza delle 
Erbe, which seems to be your 
typical italian piazza – with 
vendors, a fountain, cafes, 
etc. – until you see the enor-

mous whalebone suspended 
under an archway leading to 
the square. as legend has it, 
the whalebone will fall upon 
the head of the first just per-
son to pass beneath it. you 
may pass underneath it and 
even stand defiantly under it, 
willing it to detach itself from 
its several-hundred-year-old 
cast-iron fittings and hit you 
on the head, but it remains 
steadfastly in place. if you 
find yourself feeling slightly 
downcast about the whale-
bone’s confirmation of your 
injustice, i recommend the 
gelateria located conveniently 
at the end of the piazza.

Crossing the Ponte di Pi-
etra bridge, you can climb 
several dozen steps to Cas-
tel San Pietro, where you are 
treated to a gorgeous pan-
oramic of the city. if you are 
very lucky, there will also be a 
film crew there shooting what 
appears to be either a tourist 
video for the city of Verona or 

a low-budget perfume com-
mercial. Back within the city 
walls, one of the best activi-
ties is just roaming Verona’s 
little backstreets, where you 
will inevitably stumble upon 
beautiful frescoes, churches, 
moats, and ancient homes of 
merchant families. Wander-
ing and getting lost is one of 
the delights of the city.

ahhh, but what about 
Shakespeare? if you are a par-
ticular fan of The Bard, you 
can visit the house of Juliet, 
where you can stand on a tiny 
balcony proclaiming your af-
fections to the crowd of tour-
ists standing below. For those 
of you seeking good luck, 
you can also touch the right 
bosom of the statue of Juliet 
in the courtyard. Why this 
brings good luck is somewhat 
unclear, but it is entertaining 
to watch elderly italian ladies 
earnestly fondling Juliet. The 
city has other notable Shake-
spearean sites, including 
Juliet’s tomb and a marker 
denoting the exact location 
where romeo slayed Tybalt. 
This is all very exciting until 
you remember that romeo 
and juliet is entirely fictional. 
however, one thing shake-
speare did not make up: Vero-
na is indeed a fair and beauti-
ful city. it is well worth taking 
the short train ride to enjoy 
its simple pleasures. 

A Day Trip to Verona

ling as a group, as we struggled 
to keep track of even one other 
person, but we kept sane by 
braving the bottlenecks and 
standstills together.

that said, it was impossible 
to feel put off in the midst of 
the fascinating costumes and 
the onslaught of colorful fes-
tivity. on our walk through the 
city, we met lions and jaguars 
held in chains, saw a group of 
knights shouting their songs on 

their march to the piazza, and 
limbo-ed with a group of male 
nuns. the highlight, of course, 
were the multitudes dressed 
in classic Venetian costumes 
and masks, ladies in elaborate 
gowns and men in ornate ruffles 
and jackets, one more exquisite 
than the other. their willing-
ness to strike dramatic poses 
for every camera for hours only 
made the procession all that 
more fun.

in the end, we didn’t actual-
ly attend an event in the Grand 
theatre or participate in any of 
the parades, but simply being in 
Venice in all its colorful glory 
was an experience. While not 
a trip for the weak-hearted (we 
jumped over tracks and sat on 
the floor of the train on our way 
back), Carnevale shows you 
how to vivi i colori, and is an 
absolute must-do to experience 
italy in true style. 

The Arena in Piazza Bra, Verona.  niMisha jaisWal

At the carnival. niMisha jaisWal
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TrISTraM ThOMaS
first-year student at the 
BoloGna Center

FOr bOLOGna students on 
a break, Prague is a great euro-
pean travel option.  of course, 
any italian city must be visited 
first. Also, I have not been ev-
erywhere in europe.  But for 
the seven reasons i outline be-
low, i believe no other destina-
tion can compete with Prague 
as the best getaway for a Bolo-
gna student on a budget.
I. It’s beautiful
since Prague survived much 
of World War ii without major 
bombings, its architecture is 
diverse and still in its original 
form. Baroque, renaissance, 
and Gothic styles adorn the 
churches, castles, and other 
monuments in both the old and 
new parts of town. the Charles 
Bridge, finished in the begin-
ning of the fifteenth century, 
is a must-see in its own right. 
from the bridge, one can take 
in great views of the Vltava 
river, the city, and at night, a 
brilliantly lit Prague Castle on 
the hill opposite the main part 
of the city.
II. It’s culturally rich and his-
toric
a major seat of power during 
the holy roman and austro-
hungarian empires, the haps-
burgs and other royal families 
have left a significant mark on 
the city. a visit to Prague Cas-
tle can bring to life the many 
coronations and state parties 
that came to Prague. in your 
visit to the castle, be sure to 
visit the window where the de-
fenestration of Prague occurred 
-- the event that precipitated the 
thirty years’ War. in addition, 
Prague was once home to a 
large Jewish population before 
World War ii. the Prague Jew-
ish Museum, a project once en-
couraged by hitler as a means 
to preserve the history of an 
extinct race, is now a collection 

of sites important to this lost 
community. sadly, because so 
few Jewish residents returned 
to Prague after the war, the mu-
seum serves as a memorial to 
a Praguish community that no 
longer exists.

Prague was also a focal 
point during the Cold War. the 
Czechs, although liberated by 
the soviets, did not adopt Com-
munism right away. Moreover, 
Prague was the site of unrest 
and protest in the 1960s and 
again in the 1980s as the soviet 
union struggled to survive and 
then fell apart. a visit to the 
Museum of Communism takes 
visitors through the fascinating 
and turbulent years of Czech 
history under soviet domi-
nance. finally, classical music 
and concert halls are plentiful, 
and concerts, ballets, and other 
shows take place almost every 
night of the week. it is easy to 
soak in the best of Mozart or 
Bach in a majestic concert hall 
on a blustery winter evening.
III. beer is good, plentiful, 
and cheaper than water

according to the beer guide i 
received in Prague, the Czechs 
drink 132 liters of beer per per-
son each year -- more beer by 
far than any other country in the 
world. While Pilsner-urquell 
may dominate most bars, it is a 
lot of fun to take a beer tour to 
many of the microbreweries, as 
well as meet some fascinating 
people.

fun fact: the american beer 
now known as Budweiser was 
originally brewed in Ceske 
Budejovice, Czech republic, 
and founded in 1785. in the 
late 1800s, some Czechs immi-
grated to the united states and 
started brewing beer, basing 
their recipe on the Budweiser 
of the Czech republic. Many 
trademark and intellectual 
property disputes later, ameri-
can Budweiser is not allowed 
to be sold as Budweiser in most 
of europe, and in the united 
states, the Czech company sells 
their beer as Czechvar.
Iv. It’s delicious
Goulash may not be synony-
mous with fine cuisine in the 

united states, but it’s one of 
the centerpieces of Czech food. 
on a cold winter day, nothing 
warms one better than beef gou-
lash with a beer. Potato dump-
lings, sauerkraut, sausages, and 
pork knuckle round out the rest 
of the local specialties. Vegetar-
ians and non-drinkers beware: 
this city enjoys its meat and al-
cohol immensely.
v. It’s cheap -- really cheap
for two people for four days for 
everything, we spent less than 
400 euros. That included flights, 
trains, meals, hotel, three mu-
seum tickets, a beer tour, and a 
classical music concert. a meal 
for two, so long as you walk ten 
minutes away from the touristy 
areas, averaged 13 euros.  a 
single round-trip flight was 70 
euros. a double hotel room for 
four nights was 74 euros. and, 
as i mentioned, beer is cheaper 
than water. no other european 
capital is that affordable.
vI. The Czechs are friendly 
and speak english
it’s no secret to the Bolognesi 
that speaking only english will 
not get you far in italy outside 
of the tourist centers. in com-
parison, english is ubiquitous 
in Prague. Most anyone un-
der thirty-five can speak solid 
english. Moreover, the Czech 
people are extremely friendly, 
even if you get lost outside of 
the city or come to eat at odd 
hours, as happened to us.
vII. The city is easy to get 
around
Walking everywhere is not hard 
-- even to get out of the city 
center. the city is no larger than 
Bologna and takes about thirty 
to forty minutes to cross. how-
ever, if you get tired, trams go 
everywhere in the city. you can 
easily hop on one from almost 
anywhere to almost anywhere.

the only downside: visiting 
Prague in winter means tem-
peratures rarely climb above -5 
Centigrade.  so be sure to bring 
your heavy winter coat.

The Old Town Square in Prague.  tristraM thoMas



MOnICa wOJCIk
first-year student at the 
BoloGna Center

aS we stepped onto the tar-
mac at Marrakech international 
airport, we breathed in the 
fresh air of freedom – ten glori-
ous days of sun, fun, and tajine. 
Passports and easyJet approved 
carry-ons in hand, we headed 
towards customs, feeling very 
much like we were in a louis 
Vuitton luggage ad. this was 
to be a girls’ getaway, a much 
needed respite from Bologna’s 
slush-filled porticos after ex-
ams. Marrakech – even its name 
was exotic, conjuring up imag-
es of spice markets, sparkling 
jewelry, and mint tea sipped in 
smoke-filled rooms. But this 
trip also wasn’t going to be just 
an outing to the spa. having all 
had a few adventures under our 
belts (after all, what true sais 
student doesn’t?), we wanted to 
get to know the real Morocco. 

Our first stop was our hostel 
in the ancient medina. dust-
ing off french skills she hadn’t 
used in years, my travel com-
panion Marina Grushin, a first-
year Bologna Center student, 
negotiated our taxi fare with 
the finesse of Nixon negotiat-
ing détente. dropped off at the 
busy Jamaa el fna square, we 
deftly navigated the souks and 
alleyways to find a hidden gem 
behind an unassuming door. 
located in an old riyadh, the 
term hostel was an understate-
ment for our accommodations. 
the beautiful pool and leafy 
sun-kissed roof terrace tempted 
us to just relax, but the bustle of 
the city beckoned. 

We found that Marrakech’s 
medina is not for the faint of 
heart. as our GPs devices 
failed us, we embraced getting 
lost. turning down offers from 
the all too many and too willing 
guides, we meandered through 
souks selling everything from 
prized argan oil to slippers, 

wallets, and bags of every sort. 
informed that the tanneries 
were a must-visit and this was 
the last day many of the mer-
chants would be in town, we in-
advertently procured a guided 
visit. leather is a big industry 
in Morocco, and is prepared 
with traditional arab or Berber 
methods, relying on ammonia 
from pigeon excrement and tra-
ditional sources of color for the 
dyes, including wild mint, saf-
fron, cinnamon, and henna. af-
ter this whiff of old Marrakech, 
we decided a more modern din-
ner was in order.

Marrakech’s Ville nouvelle 
is dramatically different, where 
Gulf money is fueling rapid 
development and the young 
and hot come to play. With its 
swanky bars and trendy shops, 
the kinds of places you read 
about on page twenty-two of 
seat-pocket airline magazines, 
the neighborhood of Guéliz 
was our destination of choice. 
alcohol is easier to come by 
here and the restaurants serve a 
fusion of traditional Moroccan 
cuisine with a french-spanish 
flavor, reflecting Morocco’s 
complicated colonial past. it 
was in one of these lounges that 
we realized just how small the 
world is when one of my other 
travel companions, first-year 

Bologna Center student elodie 
Manuel, ran into some friends 
from the university of Virginia 
who work in Morocco, down 
for the weekend from Casa-
blanca (or “Casa”, as it’s called 
by the locals). our evening 
came to a bit of an unsettling 
end, however, as we encoun-
tered some unsavory characters 
on our night walk back to the 
hostel, reminding us once again 
that solo women travelers need 
to be careful while travelling. 

after the excitement of our 
previous evening, we decided 
to leave the city for a few days 
of relaxing in the seaside town 
of essaouira. the winter sun-
shine provided a much-needed 
dose of vitamin d while we 
snacked on calamari and picked 
up a few souvenirs, including 
several pairs of lovely leather 
ballerina slippers. 

the next stop on our ad-
venture was the ancient capital 
city of fez. fez was everything 
we’d imagined traditional Mo-
rocco to be – winding souks, 
ancient walls, and the haunting 
call of the muezzin breaking 
the bustle of the afternoon. the 
ten-hour journey up from Mar-
rakech wasn’t quite what we’d 
expected, however. We got our 
chance to rub shoulders with 
the locals, quite literally, on the 
extremely crowded rattling old 
train. Without air conditioning, 
we finally fell asleep in the heat 
of desert sun only to wake up 
shivering in the dead of night. 
With Bob dylan’s Blood on 
the Tracks providing a fitting 
soundtrack for the remaining 
hours of our ride, we made it 
into fez without further inci-
dent.

the proprietor of our hostel, 
dar el yasmine, had mint tea 
waiting for us despite the late 
hour as we basked in the warm 
glow of Moroccan hospitality. 
We saw the splendid tile work 
of the Bou inania Madrasa and 
enjoyed a rare moment of quiet 

in one of the few religious sites 
in Morocco accessible to non-
Muslims. We also ran into some 
saisers in the streets of fez 
and caught up over coffee on 
a terrace in the shadow of the 
famed Blue Gate.

our return to Marrakech 
(marked again by a harrowing 
overnight train journey) earned 
us a rewarding visit to the spa. 
les Bains de Marrakech is one 
of the city’s finest, so we whiled 
the afternoon getting pampered 
before embarking on our final 
adventure the following day 
– an invigorating hike off the 
beaten path in the high atlas 
mountains. as our third travel 
companion, first-year Bologna 
Center student nora sturm, 
brushed off the eager trail 
guides with a brusque “non, 
merci, nous sommes sportives, 
nous n’avons pas besoin de 
guide,” we climbed boulders 
and skipped over streams in our 
Lululemon finest, impressed by 
the ability of local women to do 
this in their traditional robes. 
the trail was more danger-
ous than comparable mountain 
hikes in the united states or eu-
rope, but well worth the effort 
when we were rewarded with 
views of amazing waterfalls in 
the stunning ourika Valley. 

all too soon, it was time to 
bid goodbye as we enjoyed a 
final sunset over the Pink City 
from our rooftop. did we dis-
cover the real Morocco? are ten 
days in the most popular cities 
of this country really enough? 
Of course not, but we got fleet-
ing glimpses of it -- in late 
nights listening to old stories 
from a Moroccan gentleman 
over hookah, in the fine crafts-
manship of our souvenirs and 
the pride of their creators, in the 
quiet alleyways of the medina 
and the dignified call to prayer. 
We got a taste of this colorful 
and passionate country, all that 
travelers can really ask for, and 
were left wanting more. 

From Marrakech, with love
11

In Fez.  Marina Grushin



Myanmar in Photographs
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cLocKWISe FroM THe 
rIGHT: kyaiktiyo pagoda, the 
second holiest Buddhist site 
in Burma; a father and son 
in the stream of pilgrims at 
kyaiktiyo pagoda; a watch-
tower overlooking the pago-
das in Bagan; Close-up of a 
buddha statue with gold leaf 
applique; Shwedagon Pago-
da, the holiest Buddhist site 
in Burma; a woman praying 
at the Shwedagon Pagoda in 
yangon; shwethalyaung Bud-
dha, the 2nd largest reclining 
buddha in the world.
 

 Cristina Garafola
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MarC PICkerInG 
first-year student at the 
BoloGna Center

a GrOuP of europhilic sais 
students put their winter vaca-
tions on hold for two days of 
meetings in Brussels, Belgium 
from January 24 to January 25. 
Career services director Meera 
shankar used her network of 
contacts in the european capi-
tal to arrange a full schedule 
of presentations and network-
ing events. students met with 
Bruegel, Burson-Marsteller, 
the european external action 
services (eeas), the european 
Policy Centre, finsbury inter-
national Policy and regulatory 
advisers (fiPra), the inter-
national Crisis Group, and the 
nato Parliamentary assem-
bly.

Meeting with a range of 
players in the policy “ecosys-
tem,” including eu institutions, 
lobbying firms, think tanks and 
nGos, provided students with 
an opportunity to compare dif-
ferent career paths and profes-
sional opportunities in their ar-
eas of interest.

“there was a great variety 
in the size, focus, sector, and 
professional culture, which pre-
sented a cross-section of what 
is out there and available to us,” 
said Brian Wenzler, a first-year 
at the Bologna Center. for oth-

ers, the meetings strengthened 
their focus on specific career 
paths. Katerina lovtchinova re-
ally wanted to meet an official 
from the european external ac-
tion service: “after the meeting 
at the eeas, i can say the trip 
definitely reinforced my profes-
sional goal of pursuing a career 
at the eu foreign service.”

the discussions generally 
centered on the economic envi-
ronment, foreign policy, euro-
pean integration, and the direc-
tion of political and economic 
reforms. Policy professionals 
seemed relieved that the criti-
cal period of the sovereign debt 
crisis appeared to be behind 
them, but business in Brussels 
is far from back to normal, giv-
en Prime Minister david Cam-

eron’s pledge to hold a referen-
dum on the uK’s participation 
in the eu.

the think tanks and non-
profit institutions represented 
at the meetings were struggling 
with fundraising and continue 
to be restricted by the weaker 
economic conditions in europe, 
though conditions seem to be 
improving. however, for many 
institutions, the crisis presented 
an opportunity to develop new 
ideas, models and structures, 
and to get their message to a 
wider audience. in particular, 
Bruegel has propelled to the 
upper echelons of the interna-
tional think tank world.

additionally, meetings with 
public relations and lobbying 
firms were instructive for stu-

dents who had not realized that 
opportunities exist for policy 
professionals who can bridge 
the gap between government 
and business. 

students enjoyed the famous 
food and drink of Brussels, as 
well. The first day of meet-
ings concluded with cocktails 
with members of the Belgium 
alumni Chapter at the restau-
rant odette en Ville. the alum-
ni regaled the group with pro-
fessional advice, stories from 
their student days, and Brussels 
gossip. at the end of the sec-
ond day, adjunct Professor dr. 
antonio Missiroli treated the 
group to dinner in front of the 
european Commission head-
quarters. dr. Missiroli taught 
a course on european foreign 
policy at the Bologna Center 
in the fall, shortly before being 
appointed to head the eu’s se-
curity think tank. 

students from Bologna and 
Washington found Belgium to 
be much colder than they had 
anticipated, as a severe cold 
snap had come over the city. 
yet they left the career trek 
with an improved understand-
ing of the eu, an appreciation 
of what Brussels could offer 
young professionals, and com-
fort in knowing that many stu-
dents will return to Belgium to 
begin their careers following 
their time at sais. 

Students Brave the Cold in Belgium for 
Meetings With European institutions

SAIS BC students outside the EEAS office. KATeRINA LoVTChINoVA
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karIn reIChenberG
first-year BoloGna Cen-
ter student

aFTer two successful career 
treks to london and Geneva, a 
group of Bologna Center stu-
dents returned to the city on the 
thames for a third annual round 
of career hunting on January 21. 

however, the focus was neither 
on finance nor on multilaterals, 
as in previous treks. instead, 
the targeted fields ranged from 
political risk analysis to think 
tanks. the group visited exclu-
sive analysis (ea), Kroll ad-
visory solutions, Bloomberg 
new energy finance, the euro-
pean Bank for reconstruction 

and development (eBrd), the 
economist intelligence unit 
(eiu), the international institute 
for strategic studies (iiss), the 
royal united services institute 
(rusi), and Business Monitor 
international (BMi). 

“the trip was very useful for 
getting a sense of companies’ 
personalities and corporate cul-

tures,” said Marina Grushin, a 
first-year Bologna Center stu-
dent. “some of them, such as 
exclusive analysis, were very 
generous with their time, letting 
us sit in on their daily stand-up 
meeting.”

While the institutions of-
fered differing advice to stu-
dents, most political risk and 

london Career Trek, Take Two
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JaCk bIanChI
first-year China studies 
ConCentrator

In January 2013, a group of 
twenty sais students, ten from 
the d.C. campus and ten from 
the nanjing campus, traveled to 
shanghai and hong Kong on a 
trip organized by sais Career 
services in order to meet with 
potential employers. students 
visited twenty companies, span-
ning several sectors, including 
finance, energy, media, and real 
estate. two of the participants, 
Kevin Pang, a first-year MA stu-
dent concentrating in energy, re-
sources, and environment, and 
Sunny Xu, a first-year MA stu-
dent concentrating in China stud-
ies, sat down with the observer’s 
Jack Bianchi to discuss their trip.
To start off, why did you apply 
for the China Trek?
kevIn: i have an interest in in-
ternships in asia and i wanted to 
see what these companies had to 
offer. Visiting these companies 
in person would allow me to un-
derstand the company culture, 
network, and potentially discover 
the inside track to summer intern-
ship and full-time employment 
opportunities.
Sunny: i never had an intern-
ship in China even though i am 
from there, so i wanted to see the 
employment landscape and un-

derstand what a job in finance in 
hong Kong would be like. 
what were some of the high-
lights of the trip? 
kevIn: i would say there were 
three big highlights. The first was 
when the Ceo of noble Group, 
a fortune 500 global commodi-
ties trading company, spoke to 
our group for twenty minutes. it 
was impressive having someone 
of his stature visit a small group 
of graduate students. the second 
highlight was the cocktail hour 
held at the China Club in hong 
Kong, where we heard a speech 
from dean nasr and were able to 
interact with successful alumni 
in the region. lastly, the trip was 
a great way to interact with stu-
dents from the nanjing campus. 
Sunny: the alumni were very 

honest and helpful throughout the 
trek and it was good to see how 
successful saisers are in east 
asia. the second highlight was 
when two other students and i 
were made a ten-minute presenta-
tion to senior executives at noble 
Group. We explained  how their 
company can make better prog-
ress in asia by investing in cer-
tain commodities and countries. 
What were the key benefits/
takeaways from this trip? 
kevIn: speaking with people 
face to face about jobs in east 
asia. you can not just go to Mor-
ganstanley.com to find out this 
information. this is why you go 
on any career trek. 
Sunny: the networking op-
portunities. there were a lot of 
recent sais graduates working at 

these companies and we had the 
opportunity to network with them 
after each session. 
any downsides to this trip?
Sunny: there could have been 
greater diversity in the companies 
we visited. 
kevIn: i agree, we visited six 
banks and, after a certain point, 
they are all kind of the same. Vis-
iting more firms outside of the 
finance sector would have been 
valuable. Also, the cost is signifi-
cant. a student may spend rough-
ly $2,000 to participate in one of 
these treks.  
was the trip worth the cost?
Sunny: yes. i learned a lot about 
these companies, had experience 
interacting with senior executives 
at many firms, and numerous net-
working opportunities. 
kevIn: i guess so. Participat-
ing in meetings in boardrooms of 
major global firms is not a typical 
experience. 
would you recommend this trip 
to other SaIS students?
kevIn: yes, as long as you ap-
ply to internships beforehand. 
you can say it was a good experi-
ence, but at the end of the day it’s 
about getting an internship. 
Sunny: yes, but apply for in-
ternships first. Also, be sure to re-
search companies thoroughly be-
forehand. everyone knows they 
need to do this, but not everyone 
does it well. 

SAIS Dc and Nanjing career Trek 
to Hong Kong and Shanghai

business intelligence firms 
stressed the importance of for-
eign languages and writing 
skills. the two think tanks, iiss 
and rusi, stood apart for their 
research-oriented focus. dana 
allin, adjunct Professor in eu-
ropean studies at the Bologna 
Center, personally introduced 
the group to iiss, one of the 
leading research institutions on 
global security and strategy. 

While the group spent their 
days rushing from meeting to 
meeting, the evenings provid-
ed an opportunity to enjoy all 
the delights london has to of-
fer, most notably indian food. 
Monday night concluded with 
an alumni happy hour at a typi-
cal english pub, during which 
the students had a chance to 
network and learn about living 
and working in london.

the career trek participants 
have collected notes that will be 
available for all students to re-
view. however, there are some 
things that can only be experi-
enced in person.  therefore, the 
author offers a personal evalua-
tion of a more informal nature:

Most impressive building: 
Bloomberg

funkiest dress style: Busi-

ness Monitor international
Most impressive view from 

office: European Bank for Re-
construction and development

Most international: exclu-
sive analysis

Best food: Bloomberg
Most impressive furniture/

décor: royal united services 
institute. they possess the table 
on which the Crimean War was 
ended!

Participants kevin Pang and Sunny xu.  JaCK BianChi



erIC SIGMOn
first-year strateGiC 
studies ConCentrator

erIC SIGMOn, a first-year 
strategic studies concentrator, 
spent two weeks volunteering 
and traveling in rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil over winter break. sig-
mon traveled to Brazil with the 
hope of improving his Portu-
guese, and as a volunteer eng-
lish teacher of more than fifteen 
years who had also studied 
spanish and french, sigmon 
knew he had to immerse him-
self in a situation where he was 
required to speak the language.

sigmon was interested in 
working in one of Brazil’s re-
cently pacified favelas (shanty 
towns). Professor ana isabel 
delgado, Portuguese Program 
Coordinator, put him in touch 
with a contact she had in the 
santa Marta favela. after a se-
ries of emails, sigmon had de-
termined his winter break plans: 
he would spend a week painting 
houses and volunteering as an 
english teacher in santa Marta, 
followed by a week of travel.

Sigmon spent his first week 
in rio volunteering in the fave-
la. for several days, he taught 
english and interpreted for 
government-trained tour guides 
who would lead tourists around 
the favela. then he painted 
homes with a three-person 
crew of community members. 
during his second week, sig-
mon explored the city of rio, 
climbing Christ the redeemer 
(Cristo redentor) and sugar-
loaf Mountain (Pão de açúcar), 
and enjoying the beaches of 
Copacabana and ipanema.

santa Marta, home to about 
eight thousand residents, was 
the first favela in Rio de Janeiro 
to be pacified by special police 
units. sigmon learned that the 
community had changed a great 

deal over the past four years. ac-
cording to residents, people no 
longer walk around with guns, 
there is no more drug traffick-
ing, and parents are not worried 
that their children could be hit 
by stray bullets. With the help 
of outsiders who invest in the 
community, as well as the grow-
ing rio economy, residents say 
the community is improving 

economically. however, great 
disparities remain: while some 
homes are dilapidated, others 
have flat screen televisions.

sigmon said his trip to rio 
was a wonderful way to spend 
his time between semesters. his 
Portuguese improved, he made 
many new friends, and hopeful-
ly, he has found a place to stay 
for the World Cup in 2014.

Bringing color to a 
Favela in rio de Janeiro
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A view of Zona Sul, Rio’s richest region of Rio de Janeiro, from 
Santa Marta, the first favela to be pacified by the Brazilian police 
force; The colorful commercial center of Santa Marta, painted by 
a Brazilian paint company and two Dutch artists. EriC SiGMoN
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