
Nimisha Jaiswal
first-year Bologna 
Center student

EvEry year during the aus-
trian Ball season, students from 
sais Bologna are invited to Vi-
enna to attend the international 
atomic energy agency Ball at 
the Hofberg imperial Palace. 
Keeping up the tradition, the 
largest known group of Bolog-
nesi left for Vienna on 15 feb-
ruary, 2013.

the festivities started im-
mediately, with a day-long bus 
ride through the gorgeous ital-
ian and austrian countrysides. 
the long trip failed to deter the 
group from turning out in their 
evening best for kick-off drinks 
at the Palmenhaus, where we 
were welcomed officially by 
Prof. neudeck of the diplo-
matic academy of Vienna. 
While some decided to set off 

to explore the Viennese night-
life, others headed back to get 
some much-needed rest before 
the big day.

after a morning of squeez-
ing in quick sightseeing tours 
(along with hair and makeup ap-
pointments), we were received 
at the rathaus (City Hall) by 

dr. andreas Mailhath-Pokorny, 
a Bologna Center alumnus and 
Vienna City Council member. 
resplendent in tuxedos and 
evening gowns, the group then 
proceeded to the Heldenplatz 
Plaza and the Hofberg Palace, 
where we could use our newly-
acquired quadrille and waltz 

skills in the Main Hall, or visit 
the many different rooms in the 
palace to dance to music rang-
ing from salsa to hip hop.

after dancing until 4 a.m., 
most of us still managed to de-
feat our exhaustion to explore 
the city’s many attractions on 
sunday before inevitably col-
lapsing on the bus for the long 
overnight journey back to Bo-
logna. While it probably took 
the better part of the week to 
get back to study-mode, i could 
safely assume this whirlwind 
weekend was amongst our most 
fantastic experiences.

GabriEl NElsoN
nanjing Center ‘12 and 
CHina studies ‘13
 
Food! Without it, all the mar-
kets, institutions, and finely 
crafted policies of the world 
would amount to little. How-
ever, the world’s agricultural 
sector is currently in a tenu-
ous state. recent concerns 
over volatile prices, increased 
developing country consump-
tion, and dropping public sec-
tor investment—these issues 

drive home the need for ongo-
ing agriculture dialogues within 
policy schools and other public 
institutions. for many years, 
sais had little in the way of 
a food policy program beyond 
the nitze Café.

this began to change in 
2010 and 2011, when former 
dean jessica einhorn brought 
agricultural economist dr. rob-
ert thompson on board as a lec-
turer, announced a “sais year 
of agriculture” in 2011-12, and 
scheduled a series of events 

featuring government officials, 
technical experts, and scholars.

luckily for current sais-
ers, the agriculture policy com-
munity at sais has continued 
to organize engaging and high 
profile public events long af-
ter the conclusion to the “year 
of agriculture.” upcoming 
panels and presentations will 
feature the feed the future ini-
tiative (usaid’s food security 
program) and the economist 
intelligence unit’s new food 
security index, developed in 

partnership with duPont’s agri-
culture branch.

sais agriculture Coordina-
tor liz decker recently orga-
nized a panel discussion on in-
ternational “land grabs,” which 
highlighted some of the major 
issues affecting land rights and 
land use in developing coun-
tries with significant presence 
of large foreign businesses and 
government entities.

the Wilson Center’s Mi-
chael Kugelman discussed the  
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Agriculture Policy Studies at SAIS

JarEd mETzkEr
first-year student at 
tHe Bologna Center

ThE debate class offered by 
Bologna Center Professor john 
Harper, titled “Major issues in 
american foreign Policy,” has 
been a mainstay of the sais-
BC experience for twenty-
seven years. the class instills 
valuable public speaking skills 
in those who participate and 
provides enlightening enter-
tainment to those who attend. 
this year’s class has featured 
especially polarizing topics, in-

cluding the u.s. military option 
against iran and the promotion 
of democracy in China.

each student must take part 
in two debates. Professor Harp-
er requires students to prepare 
extensively beforehand, and to 
encourage a complete under-
standing of the issue, students 
are not informed which side 
they will represent until two 
days prior to the debate. Prepa-
ration and performances are 
taken with the utmost serious-
ness. Winners are decided by a 
vote of classmates who attend 
the entire debate.

Benjamin locks, who took 
part in a hard-fought debate re-
garding negotiation with Mexi-
can drug cartels, was emotion-
ally distraught, but not deterred, 
following a disappointing loss.

“i worked hard leading up 
to it, and i just think i should 
have done better. i learned a 
lot, though, and i think i’ll be 
a stronger debater the next time 
around,” locks said.

locks’ assertion is con-
sistent with what Professor 
Harper has witnessed over the 
years. He says his favorite part 
of teaching the class, which is 

targeted at beginners and sea-
soned debaters alike, is seeing 
the improvement students make 
between their first and second 
attempts. However, several 
students have made masterful 
debuts. Dean Granoff’s fist-
slamming defense of the rule 
of law in Mexico was a notable 
example.

debates are held most 
thursdays from 15:30-18:00 in 
the BC auditorium. upcoming 
topics include climate change, 
syria, u.s. global leadership, 
and the israel-Palestine con-
flict.

US Foreign Policy Debates at Bologna
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“global farms race” of nations 
trying to ensure food and en-
ergy security. sais Profes-
sor deborah Brautigam talked 
about her work on the more 
positive aspects of Chinese in-
vestment in rural africa, and the 
World Bank’s Klaus deininger 
discussed the many drivers of 
global demand for land and 
other agricultural resources.

as moderator of the discus-
sion, dr. thompson provided 
a general framework for the 
challenges we face in the com-
ing decades. for 150 years, real 
prices of staple grains showed 
a constant downward trend — 
a trend that was finally broken 
in the 2007-08 food price crisis. 
the price of rice shot up by as 
much as 200 percent, posing an 
existential threat to the poor-
est families of the world. food 
riots hit dozens of countries, 
and some analysts have cited 
the price shock as a contribu-
tor to the political upheaval that 
rocked the arab world in subse-
quent years.

dr. thompson agrees, noting 
that, “nothing will bring down 
a government faster than hun-

gry people.” He attributes some 
of the price crisis to rising food 
demand in fast-growing areas 
of the developing world. as 
people get richer, they develop 
more of a taste for highly re-
source-intensive products, such 
as meat and fresh fruit. every 
hectare used to graze cattle or 
grow an orchard is one hectare 
fewer that will grow high calo-
rie grain crops.

this increase in resource 
intensity is one driver of food 
prices. others include high input 
costs (such as oil), developed 
country subsidies (especially 
biofuel subsidies, in the case 
of grain crops), and productiv-
ity loss due to environmental 
degradation.thompson’s ideal 
solutions involve empowering 
developing country farmers 
through increased investment, 
better rural education, and tech-
nology transfers. in his view, 
the developed world has redi-
rected its aid funding to urban 
centers in ways that have some-
times been counterproductive, 
reinforcing already severe in-
come gaps between rural and 
urban labor markets.

thompson says of the ag-

riculture policy community 
thirty years ago, “We got over-
confident.” There was a strong 
consensus that technology had 
defeated the threat of Malthu-
sian overpopulation, and would 
continue to do so indefinitely. 
aid funding was redirected to 
non-agricultural sectors, and 
“twenty or thirty years later it 
finally dawned on us that we 
had neglected rural agricultural 
poverty.”

scholars and policymakers 
agree that investments in ag-
ricultural development create 
multiple positive externalities, 
with a scope that can extend 
far beyond simple agricultural 
productivity improvements. 
according to decker, “im-
provements in the agriculture 
sector can have both immediate 
effects that are sometimes dif-
ficult to achieve in other sectors 
(for example, education and 
health), as well as long-term, 
inter-generational effects. ev-
erything in development is in-
terconnected, but agriculture 
is a key aspect of it that really 
can’t be ignored.”

However, between the 1980s 
and the mid-2000s, foreign aid 

for agricultural development 
dropped from 17 percent of to-
tal world foreign aid to only 3 
percent. according to thomp-
son, this must change drasti-
cally if we can even hope to 
meet the fao’s stated goal of 
doubling agricultural produc-
tion by 2050.

dr. thompson is a “techno-
logical optimist,” but points out 
that all the advanced technology 
and equipment in the world will 
not lead to sensible agriculture 
policy. all signs point to future 
food crises driven by failures 
of policy, not technology. as 
thompson says, “there’s no 
need for Malthus to be right in 
the twenty-first century, but we 
aren’t investing enough now, 
and the trends are going in the 
wrong way. it may take even 
more extreme food crises than 
2007 to 2008 to focus the atten-
tion of the global community 
on ag issues.”

as sais agricultural de-
velopment and food security 
events increase in number, 
saisers will have more and 
more opportunities to help sow 
the seeds for this eventual refo-
cusing of policy.
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zhaoyiN FENG
first-year Bologna 
Center student

oN marCh 5th, taiwan 
faced south Korea in the World 
Baseball Classic in one of the 
most significant events in Tai-
wanese baseball history. My 
Facebook page was flooded 
with hundreds of live updates 
from my taiwanese friends. 
the crowd at the match in taic-
hung intercontinental Baseball 
stadium was a record 23,431, 
the largest in taiwanese base-
ball history. Moreover, roughly 
12 percent of taiwan’s popu-
lation watched the match -- a 
milestone in taiwan’s cable tV 
history. approximately three 
million taiwanese per minute 
watched this match, while the 
total number of viewers may 
have reached seven million, or 
roughly one-third of taiwan’s 
population.

i watched as well, though 
largely through my friends’ fa-
cebook posts. i spotted some 
hilarious photos, including a 
banner that read: “Beat south 
Korea, Capture Wonder girls.” 

taiwan had been ecstatic 
until the eighth inning, as the 
host team was in the lead 2 to 
1. However, their joyful mood 
was brought to an end when  
the game dramatically re-
versed. the guest team hit two  
homers within five minutes  
to give south Korea a 3 to 2 
victory.

i could almost hear the sound 
of hearts breaking. a male com-
mentator could not hold back 
his tears and cried out. despite 
their disappointment, people 
posted encouraging messages 
online to the taiwanese team.

yet the story did not end 
there. i began to see anti-Ko-
rean images appear online, and 
several anti-Korean facebook 

groups were established. tai-
wanese netizens coined a new 
Chinese character: a combina-
tion of the character for “Ko-
rea” and a swear word charac-
ter. While some tried to hold 
back their anger, anti-Korean 
sentiment seemed overwhelm-
ing.

anti-Korean sentiment has 
been simmering in taiwan 
for several years. Besides this 
baseball game, there have been 
numerous disputes between 
taiwan and Korea in inter-
national sport competition in 
recent history. notably, in the 
2010 asian games, a Korean 
referee disqualified a Taiwan-
ese taekwondo athlete, who 
had been a favorite for win-
ning a gold medal for Chinese 
taipei. this incident sparked a 
huge anti-Korean protest and a 
boycott on south Korean goods 
in taiwan.

labeled as two of the “four 
tigers” of east asia, south 
Korea and taiwan have been 
competing with each other for 
decades. Both heavily relying 
on exports, south Korea and 
taiwan compete in similar in-
dustries -- sometimes fiercely. 
south Korea’s economy was 
greatly hurt by the asian finan-

cial Crisis in the mid-1990s, but 
it managed to recover sooner. 
the market share of south Ko-
rean goods has been larger than 
that of taiwanese goods in tai-
wan’s top five export destina-
tions.

Moreover, Korean goods 
are popular in taiwan, even 
given the continuous wave of 
anti-Korean emotion. a recent 
survey found that 70 percent of 
taiwanese “like using Korean 
products,” although 61 percent 
of them claim they “hate south 
Korea,” among whom 11 per-
cent “hate south Korea very 
much.”

several taiwanese celebri-
ties have been explicit about 
their anti-Korean position, as 
well. terry gou, the Ceo of 
foxconn of taiwan, stirred con-

troversy in a general meeting 
of shareholders by saying that 
he had “great esteem for japa-
nese [businessmen], especially 
those who disagree with you 
in person instead of stabbing 
you from the back -- unlike the 
gaoli bangzi [a derogatory term 
for Koreans].”

gou’s claim illustrates the 
difference between taiwan-
ese attitudes toward japan and 
south Korea. taiwanese tend to 
have a negative attitude toward 
south Korea, while they extol 
and respect japan. two days 
after losing to south Korea, 
the taiwanese baseball team 
was defeated by their japanese 
counterparts. this time, i read 
from one of my friends’ posts: 
“thank you japan! you are re-
ally the men of honor.”

In Taiwan, Anti-Korea Sentiment 
Sparked Again by a Baseball Match

Clockwise from above: Anti-
Korea messages from www.ko-
rean748.com and anti-Korea 
Facebook groups.  
 COURTESY OF ZHAOYIN FENG



DANIelle ClArK
first-year student at 
THE BOlOGNA CENTER

AT THe SAIS Bologna cam-
pus, many of us spend the ma-
jority of our days studying in 
the library or at home. Caught 
up in our academic and social 
lives, we tend not to integrate 
with the community. Some-
times our only interaction 
with Bologna residents is at 
the grocery store, or in res-

taurants and bars. 
Therefore, I was excited to 

learn about an opportunity 
to volunteer at a local middle 
school in Bologna. I found it 
important to connect to Bolo-
gna on a more personal level, 
and to give back after all that 
Bologna has given to me. Vol-
unteering with local students 
offered a unique way to give 
back, and to get a better feel 
for the culture and daily life of 
the Bolognese.

Nadia Marazzi, the English 
teacher at the middle school 
Istituto Guido Reni, was 
pleased to have volunteers 
visit her class. She warned me 
before my first day that the 
class contained nineteen boys 
and five girls. twenty-four 
students is a lot for a language 
class, but when the majority 
is boys, you can understand 
her warning! She told me to 
prepare for a loud and rowdy 
group of students.

i am quite short -- in fact, a 
few of the students were tall-
er than me -- and soft spoken. 
This did not help when try-
ing to speak over twenty-four 
energetic students. I walked 
into class to find a room of 
twelve and thirteen year-
olds staring at me, and Nadia 
threatened them in Italian to 
behave themselves. It would 
be a challenge to keep the stu-
dents’ attention.

during the first class, the 

Giving Back in Bologna
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CadENCE hardEN-
bErGh
CertifiCate student at 
tHe nanjing Center 

iN ThE summer of 2008, i 
did the wave in the Beijing na-
tional stadium (“Bird’s nest”) 
with 90,000 other people. i was 
hooked on the olympics right 
then and there. in 2012, i at-
tended the games in london 
under the guise of visiting my 
best friend who was studying 
abroad. for all of its problems 
(and there are many), i just love 
the olympics. 

as i began my fall semester 
at the Hopkins-nanjing Cen-
ter, i heard that nanjing would 
be hosting both the asian 
youth olympics in 2013 and 
the global youth olympics in 
2014. When an opportunity to 
volunteer arose, i jumped at the 
chance.

Olympic officials asked me 
and a few other international 
volunteers to attend planning 
meetings, and to offer our opin-
ions in an effort to ensure that 
the games would have a global 
feel. all of the meetings were 
in Chinese, offering a good test 
for how i might perform in a 
working environment.

one day after our meeting, 

the officials asked if I would 
participate in an event. they 
were looking for a handful 
of volunteers who were will-
ing to answer a few questions. 
i thought it sounded simple 
enough and agreed. they asked 
how i might respond to three 
questions, which were related 
to why i wanted to be an olym-
pic volunteer.

the night before the volun-
teer event, they told me to ar-
rive by 1 p.m. and wait in the 
ViP waiting room. When i ar-
rived, there were about thirty 
people in the room, mainly 
flight attendants (still known 
for their beauty in China) and 
girls in glittery costumes apply-
ing makeup. 

soon a local celebrity walked 
in, carrying a large starbucks 
cup and a Mcdonald’s bag that 
the organizers had no doubt be-
stowed upon her. she is known 
as naicha Meimei, or Milk tea 
little sister, and is famous for 
exactly nothing. someone once 
snapped a picture of her holding 
a cup of milk tea and it became 
an instant internet sensation. 
during the twenty minutes she 
was in the waiting room, people 
constantly and not-so-discreetly 
took photos of her.

the event didn’t start for an-

other several hours, so i spent 
the afternoon chatting. every-
one was very friendly, and i 
knew that even if i stumbled in 
my Chinese while answering 
the questions, everyone would 
applaud me for trying.

around 4 p.m., a woman 
entered the room and told me i 
could go into the auditorium. i 
walked in and my jaw dropped. 
the small gathering of vol-
unteers that i had envisioned 
turned out to be a stadium au-
dience of two thousand people 
-- with a stage, massive televi-
sion screen, plenty of television 
cameras, and a row of ViP seats 
in the front. another woman 
told me to sit in the first seat. 
When i asked her if i was going 
first, she assured me I was not. 

the event began with a mov-
ie. then girls dressed in sparkly 
costumes sashayed across the 
stage. Before i had time to be 
nervous, a woman was directing 
me onto the stage: i was indeed 
going first. When I reached the 
stage, a host introduced me us-
ing my Chinese name. i was the 
only foreigner in the entire au-
ditorium. 

i looked out into the bright 
lights and mass of people as she 
asked me the first two questions. 
i answered fairly smoothly, and 

the host complimented my Chi-
nese. But halfway through the 
last question, i forgot what i 
had planned to say. Officials 
had encouraged me to add a 
sentence about the specific kind 
of volunteer i wanted to be, us-
ing vocabulary words i would 
not have chosen naturally. after 
pausing for a few long seconds, 
i was able to remember most of 
what i had prepared, and man-
aged to finish my sentence and 
smile. 

after the event, the director 
presented me with a souvenir 
mug and joked about my jit-
ters on stage. i wanted to say 
that if i had any idea i would be 
speaking on a stage in front of 
two thousand people, i would 
have rehearsed!

Before i left, some of the 
Chinese volunteers realized 
that naicha Meimei had left 
behind her box of Mcdonald’s 
(still very much a status symbol 
in China). they insisted that i 
take it with me. i tried to tell 
them that i wouldn’t eat forty 
pieces of Mcdonald’s chicken 
that had been sitting around for 
about four hours, but they sim-
ply couldn’t comprehend. so 
i caved and took the chicken, 
leaving it in the student lounge 
for my classmates to devour.

On Stage in China



Teaching Across Cultures: Working at a 
School for China’s Migrants’ Children
Till lEmbkE
CertifiCate student at 
tHe nanjing Center

i am grateful for the opportu-
nity to learn new things every 
day at the Hopkins-nanjing 
Center with its modern and 
well-equipped library, its abun-
dance of interesting classes, the 
accessibility of its professors 
and its challenging academic 
atmosphere. in my life i have 
been fortunate to attend good 
schools and to enjoy a thorough 
academic training, but i am 
acutely aware of the lack of ed-
ucational opportunities around 
the world, including in China.

a segment of the Chinese 
population that is mired in pov-
erty and struggling to make 
ends meet is shut out from the 
world of education; its children 
are condemned to a life of low-
paid work and a cycle of pover-
ty. Breaking this cycle is the aim 
of the Migrant school learning 
initiative (Msli), which of-
fers talented children from ex-
tremely disadvantaged families 
(that is, with yearly incomes of 
rMB 2,500 or less) a chance 
to receive vocational training 
in the hospitality sector, as an 
electrician or as a chef.

Working in cooperation with 
the HnC, Msli offers an eng-
lish language access Program. 
in this program, HnC students 
teach english for two hours 
once a week, sharing grammar, 
vocabulary and american cul-
ture. Last semester, five teach-
ing pairs (usually composed of 
a Chinese student and an in-
ternational student) spent their 
saturday afternoons teaching 
english at Msli. With my 
Chinese partner Chen Bingjie, 
i was assigned a class of stu-
dents with intermediate english 
language abilities. and what a 
delight it was to teach them!

i was nervous before my 
first class, as I had only private 
tutoring experience, and i heard 
horror stories from friends who 
had taught english in schools. 
Would i be faced with a class of 
apathetic students or students 
intent on tormenting their teach-
ers? fortunately, that was not 
the case. My class was friendly 
and eager to learn. i quickly 
grew fond of my students and 
found myself looking forward 
to saturday afternoons.

However, the wide degree of 
english abilities of my students 
posed a considerable challenge. 
It was difficult to structure the 

class so that the best students 
were not bored and others were 
not left to struggle.

My teaching partner and i 
adopted a creative approach: 
We played charades, jumped on 
tables, crawled under chairs and 
hid inside closets to practice 
tricky prepositions. We gave 
impromptu acapella perfor-
mances when teaching students 
how to describe the music they 
liked. We brought prizes in the 
form of coconut sweets, split 
the class into teams and held 
competitions to review tedious 
grammar points in a more ex-
citing way. this approach kept 
me and my co-teacher on our 
toes, and it also made for a fun 
class for the students.

My students were charming 
and enthusiastic. they were 
also grateful, often touchingly 
so. as i write this, i am look-
ing at a large thank you card 
my students presented to me for 
teaching them last semester.

the Msli-HnC program 
hosted several events last se-
mester, including a Halloween 
party and a Christmas party. 
With the help of HnC students 
and the administration, we held 
two afternoons of fun with op-
portunities for students to learn 

dance routines, play games, ex-
press their artistic sides, and in-
dulge in a cookie extravaganza. 
i helped out at the dance station 
on both occasions. teaching 
my students the moves from 
Michael jackson’s “thriller” 
while wearing a dracula cos-
tume as well as the “Cupid 
Shuffle” while wearing a Santa 
hat was certainly a highlight of 
last semester.

Participating in the english 
language access Program has 
been one of my most memo-
rable experiences in nanjing. 
teaching is challenging and 
exhilarating, and it is gratify-
ing to share knowledge across 
cultures. Most importantly, 
teaching my fifteen students 
was a humbling and profoundly 
rewarding experience. it was 
humbling because it served as 
a stark reminder of the injus-
tices and challenges affecting 
so many of us in China and 
elsewhere. it was rewarding 
because it allowed me to par-
ticipate in a project that enabled 
young people to take their lives 
into their own hands.  it helped 
them to break the cycle of illit-
eracy and poverty and prepared 
them for a future full of hope 
and opportunities.
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students asked me questions 
about myself: where I was 
from, my age, my favorite 
things. When the question of 
my favorite book arose, Nadia 
whispered to me: “Say Harry 
Potter!” I told the class, “Har-
ry Potter!” and they cheered. 
Of course, when they asked 
about my favorite movie, I 
had to go for the crowd pleas-
er and say Harry Potter again. 
I hated to lie, but it made the 
students so happy.

For the second class, I 
chose a song to teach the 
class. I prepared a worksheet 

of lyrics with blanks for the 
students to fill in while they 
listened to the song. I tried 
to find a song that would be 
easy to follow and chose “Bet-
ter Together” by Jack Johnson. 
This was not music they were 
accustomed to, but after play-
ing the song a few times, the 
students grew to like it, and 
several heads bobbed to the 
beat.

In my next class, Nadia 
asked if I could prepare a 
list of differing British and 
American phrases. I created 
a worksheet with words like 

“rubbish,” “loo,” and “chips,” 
and prepared a game for the 
students to play after we re-
viewed the list. The students 
impressed us with their 
knowledge of many of the 
words. We played the game 
in teams, and it was fun to see 
the students so competitive 
and excited in class.

For the last class before 
the holidays, I discussed how 
my family celebrates Christ-
mas. I shared my family’s tra-
ditions, including our annual 
trip to choose and cut down 
a Christmas tree. I told them 

about leaving cookies and 
milk for Santa Claus and car-
rots for the reindeer; making 
snowmen and snow angels; 
and baking Christmas cook-
ies. The students found my 
traditions so strange, yet in-
teresting at the same time.

I have continued to volun-
teer at the middle school and 
have also begun visiting the 
high school. Volunteering has 
been a rewarding experience, 
and I would recommend it to 
fellow SAIS Bologna students 
who want to give back to this 
beautiful city.



TylEr owENs
first-year strategiC 
studies ConCentrator
 
dEsPiTE low attendance, the 
March 12, 2013 deans’ forum 
provided a valuable opportu-
nity to hear directly from sais 
deans on issues of importance 
to students. student govern-

ment association President jim 
Pearse opened the forum by 
noting that a record 68 percent 
of the student body responded 
to the 2013 student satisfaction 
survey. the sais website cap-
tured the lowest rating—with 
a 2.4 out of 5—while students 
gave high marks to financial 
aid services, as well as oppor-

tunities to interact with fellow 
classmates.

The deans first addressed 
feedback related to the bidding 
system. dean john Harrington 
said that the system continues 
to generate strong opinions, 
adding that while the system 
itself is equitable, complaints 
stem from the undersupply of 

popular professors and courses.
in response to poor reviews 

of some economics professors, 
Harrington spoke of the diffi-
culties in teaching the subject 
well and finding good profes-
sors. He said that sais has no 
qualms with dismissing poorly-
performing adjunct professors, 
but noted that low-rated ten-

Students Hear From Deans at Forum
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interVieWs Held By Ty-
lEr owENs, a strategiC 
studies ConCentrator
 
Russian-Eurasian Studies con-
centrator Josh Noonan served 
in Azerbaijan
 
where did you serve and 
what did you do?
i served in azerbaijan in the 
northwest mountainous regions 
of sheki and Zaqatala from 
2006 to 2008. i worked for CHf 
international, implementing a 
democracy promotion usaid 
grant in four northwest regions 
of the country. i visited the 
various regions twice a week, 
implementing projects aimed 
at educating local populations 
and encouraging interaction be-
tween the appointed local head 
of the regional government and 
the elected municipalities.
 
how was your living situa-
tion?
in sheki, i lived with a host 
family a twenty minute walk 
from my office. In Zaqatala, I 
lived with a host family a five 
minute walk from my office. 
i ate well and had hot water 
most days and gas heating most 
nights. to relax, i would hike in 
the mountains, drink tea with 
my friends, and read books 
(more than eighty during my 
service).
 

what language(s) did you 
learn?
i learned russian and azeri.
 
what did you do in your free 
time?
i wrote and translated travel 
guides and taught english.
 
what was your biggest 
achievement and biggest fail-
ure or disappointment?
My biggest achievement was 
having six of my pupils get one-
year scholarships to study at 
u.s. high schools. the biggest 
letdown was not developing 
tourism more in the country.
 
what did you gain overall 
from service?
through my experiences, i 
learned the nuances and cul-
ture specifics of the region and 

i eventually became a special-
ist of the Caucasus. My service 
in sheki and Zagatala gave me 
a special vantage point where 
i could see, understand, and 
eventually practice the skills re-
quired to integrate, assimilate, 
and comprehend the cultural 
logic specific to each region of 
the Caucasus.
 
International Development 
concentrator Rose Stratmeyer 
served in Costa Rica
 
where did you serve and 
what did you do?
i served in Bijagual de tur-
rubares, Costa rica from 2010 
to 2012. Bijagual is near the 
Pacific Coast in the mountains 
next to the national park Ca-
rara.

what kind of work did you 
do? 
I was officially an economic de-
velopment volunteer, but with 
a four hundred person town 
with limited access, no trash 
pickup, and an ever-increasing 
land value due to proximity to 
the ocean, there were limited 
opportunities for economic de-
velopment. in reality, i taught 
english and computer skills, 
held a twelve-week empower-
ment course for fifth and sixth 
grade girls, started boy scout 
and girl scout clubs in town, 
ran a senior citizen organiza-
tion, and led a course in which 
teenagers create their own busi-
ness from scratch and pitch it in 
the capital city.
 
what language(s) did you 
learn?
i already knew spanish when 
i arrived, but i learned ‘tico’ 
spanish.

how was your living situa-
tion?
i lived with a host family for 
the first four months in site, and 
then i moved into my own little 
house. My house was wonder-
ful because my landlady took 
pity on me because i was a 
volunteer. the roads to my site 
were very bad so fresh vegeta-
bles would come only once per 
week. i mostly cooked for my-
self, but when i did eat at some-

returned Peace  

CLOCKwiSe FrOM LeFT: rose 
Stratmeyer, Joshua Noonan



7

one’s house everything was 
heavily sugared or filled with 
lard (they would gleefully say 
that “all gringas get fat when 
they come to Costa rica” and 
it wasn’t because the food was 
that delicious!)
 
what did you love and hate 
about the country?
Costa rica is gorgeous! Beach-
es, nature, wildlife... Whenever 
i was in site for over two or 
three weeks i would start to get 
a bit claustrophobic, so i would 
hike five kilometers away 
where i could see the ocean 
below me and that would calm 
me inside. i loved the tropi-
cal foods. i loved being a part 
of the community and being 
adopted by most households. 
i loved the ability to go to the 
school whenever and do small, 
random projects. i loved having 
small children call my name 
and come running to give me 
a hug. i even loved my solitary 
dance parties in my house (this 
was definitely a source of stress 
release)!

i hated the machismo in 
Costa rica and being treated 
like i was second class. i hat-
ed the harassment, the sexual 
comments, and the worry in 
the back of my mind that at 
any point the harassment could 
escalate. additionally, it was 
difficult to interact with Ameri-
cans back home who have only 

experienced ‘resort’ Costa rica 
because the real, rural Costa 
rica is so different. i also hated 
getting dengue!
 
what was your greatest 
achievement and failure or 
let-down?
Many, many projects failed 
miserably, and it hurt when 
rumors would start as a con-
sequence. But i didn’t go to 
Peace Corps thinking i was 
going to change the world or 
even really my community as a 
whole. i hoped to be able to af-
fect individual lives, even if in 
small ways, which i think really 
helped me to avoid a major let-
down. the connections i made 
with the people in my commu-
nity are what i value most from 
my service. i believe that just 
as there is a cycle of despair, 
there can be a cycle of hope, 
and i wanted to live in my com-
munity in such a way that i in-
fused hope, especially in young 
women and girls. i wanted to 
show the girls in my town that 
education is something to be 
valued. so even though there 
were successful projects that i 
am proud of, i am most thank-
ful for the opportunity to have 
lived among different people 
for two years and to have shared 
different worldviews.
 
Strategic Studies concentrator 
Tyler Owens served in Peru

where did you serve and 
what did you do?
i served in two tiny villages in 
the northern coastal region of 
Peru, about twelve hours by bus 
straight up the coast from lima, 
the capital city.
 
how was your living situa-
tion?
it was pretty rough, and took 
a while to adjust. My first site 
had about two hundred people, 
no electricity, and no running 
water. My bathroom was a 
deep pit in the ground. showers 
were conducted with a bucket 
of murky water and a small 
pail for pouring. i slept on a 
straw mattress for a while be-
fore buying a traditional spring 
mattress. days ended at sun-
down, and my nights consisted 
of either playing cards with 
my host family or reading by 
candlelight. Peru has amazing 
culinary traditions, but for the 
most part, my diet consisted of 
ungodly amounts of greasy rice 
and fried fish. I had some nas-
ty bouts with gastrointestinal 
parasites and got giardia twice 
but eventually came to develop 
“iron guts.”
 
what language(s) did you 
learn?
My spanish was atrocious at 
first and eventually got pretty 
good. i took a special interest 

in learning the names of all the 
traditional culinary dishes and 
ingredients.
 
what kind of work did you 
do? 
i was part of the “community-
based environmental manage-
ment program.” this lofty eu-
phemism basically translated 
into working in villages of up to 
one thousand people, promoting 
environmental activities such 
as reforestation, organic gar-
dening, composting, recycling, 
and proper trash management. 
i also taught tons of english 
classes and did several youth 
development activities, such as 
field trips and camps.
 
what did you love and hate 
about the country?
the sheer beauty, awesome di-
versity, and incredible history 
of Peru still inspire me to this 
day. Peace Corps service there 
was an amazing opportunity to 
get to know the country and its 
people. Most of the people in 
my community were gentle and 
caring individuals who loved 
having the opportunity to get to 
know an american. at the same 
time, the most frustrating part 
of my service was that a few 
people in my community were 
only interested in exploiting me 
in any way they could, and this 
was a major blight on my ser-
vice as a whole.

ured profs cannot be disposed 
of so easily. “they’re here,” he 
commented, to laughter among 
the audience. Harrington said 
he sits down with professors 
every year, sharing his experi-
ences from twenty-seven years 
in teaching.

dean Vali nasr addressed 
integration among the sais 
global campuses. He spoke of 
the need to improve integration, 
especially in the areas of ad-

missions and alumni relations. 
“the Bologna Center should 
be the fourth and fifth building 
of sais d.C.,” he said. dean 
Bonnie Wilson shared the dif-
ficulties of transitioning to life 
in Washington from Bologna, 
and proposed a “buddy sys-
tem” to help students who are 
unfamiliar with d.C. living and 
housing.

facilities improvement was 
another issue of concern for the 

student body and staff. there 
seemed to be consensus regard-
ing the lack of adequate study 
and social space, as well as high 
fluctuations in ambient temper-
ature. dean of operations and 
finance Myron Kunka noted 
that issues with temperature 
control are related to the age of 
the nitze building. Kunka said 
a plan is in the works to acquire 
the third and eighth floor of the 
Bernstein-Offit Building for so-

cial and academic use.
finally, dean nasr and an 

information technology expert 
at sais acknowledged that 
flaws and glitches in the new 
website have been more serious 
than anticipated. yet nasr did 
not regret the transition to the 
new website. the old website 
gave sais a 1970s image, nasr 
said, and the new website, once 
fully operational, will “make 
sais a far better place.”

Corps Volunteers
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yiqiaN XU
first-year ere ConCen-
trator

“iNTErNaTioNal relations 
will be at its finest with a Latin 
dance Club.”

this is the guiding principle 
of the sais latin dance Club, 
which was founded in 2010. 
the club brings together sais 
students and alumni across con-
centrations through salsa, tango, 
bachata, merengue, samba, and 
other dances. according to the 
club’s manifesto, latin dance 
Club aims to be “a refreshing 
outlet for people to have fun 
and de-stress.”

this year, the club offers 
four kinds of dances--beginning 
salsa, intermediate salsa, ad-
vanced cuban rueda salsa, and 
tango--on Mondays and tues-
days in rome 116. local salsa 
instructor orlando Machuca 
and sais alumnus jason Po-
tell lead classes. Both instruc-
tors are highly professional yet 
have slightly different teaching 
styles. Potell, a former competi-
tive salsa dancer, usually choos-
es one partner with whom to 
demonstrate the dance moves. 
students then practice to music 
with different partners. instruc-
tional videos are posted on the 
sais latin dance Club face-
book page after each class.

Yutong Zhao, first-year Ko-
rean studies concentrator and 

latin dance Club leader, said 
she joined the club because of 
her lifelong interest in dance. 
Zhao has practiced Chinese folk 
dance for ten years, she was a 
member of Peking university’s 
street dance club, and she has 
studied hip hop and the waltz. 
dancing provides an opportu-
nity to meet new people and to 
release the stress, Zhao said. it 
has also taught her to appreci-
ate south american customs, 
like kissing on the cheek when 
greeting friends. 

Matthew Melchiorre, a club 

member since last semester, said 
salsa lessons are a fun challenge 
that provide him more skills 
and techniques to use when 
he goes out dancing. “they’re 
also a refreshing break from 
the intellectual rigors of sais 
and my job outside of school,” 
he said. as a Bologna student, 
latin american dance Club 
was a fun and uncontrived way 
to meet new people at the d.C. 
campus, Matthew added.

The flat semester fee is $40 
for Monday’s beginning and 
intermediate salsa classes, and 

$20 for Tuesday’s Cuban rueda 
salsa and tango classes. if stu-
dents register for both Cuban 
rueda salsa and tango, they re-
ceive a discount price of $30. 
Club members often travel to 
lucky Bar to practice salsa 
after Monday evening classes. 
latin american dance Club 
regularly performs during sais 
events, as well, including the 
international dinner, Cherry 
Blossom Ball, saisapalooza 
talent show, and latin ameri-
can studies Program happy 
hours.

sTEPh Tao
first-year nanjing 
Center student
soPhiE XioNG
seCond-year nanjing 
Center student

iN hoPkiNs-NaNJiNG 
Center classroom discussions, 
students comfortably use the 

Chinese words for “internation-
al relations,” “criminal law,” 
“Confucian ideology,” and 
“supply and demand.” How-
ever, many students are less fa-
miliar with the vocabulary for 
phrases like “to make my bed,” 
and may have difficulty talking 
about their feelings in great de-
tail. given their busy academic 

schedules, few students have 
time to chat in Chinese about 
family, emotions, or even sim-
ple daily activities. noting this 
intriguing gap in spoken lan-
guage capabilities, HnC stu-
dents decided to hold a weekly 
Chinese Corner.

at Chinese Corner, students 
gather in the student lounge for 

about an hour to discuss various 
topics in Chinese. every week-
ly meeting has a general theme, 
though conversations often 
expand to include diverse sub-
jects. Chinese Corner is open to 
both Chinese and international 
students, and one Chinese stu-
dent serves as the designated 
“teacher” for the evening. this 

Latin Dance Club at SAiS

Chinese Corner at the Nanjing Center

The Latin Dance Club at SAiS DC.  lIANG qIN
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TrisTram Thomas
first-year student at 
tHe Bologna Center

sTUdENTs at the Bologna 
Center are enjoying a new 
group study area for the spring 
semester. What was once the 
quiet study area in the library 
has been transformed into an 
area where students can work 
in groups, eat lunch, or use their 
computers easily.

anika sellier, a member 
of the Bologna Center stu-
dent government association 
(sga), said that early in the 
year, many students expressed 
concern at not having a group 
study space and “frustration 
of being basically homeless 
between the hours of 12 and 2 
when Giulio’s filled up.”

the student government 
then worked with the admin-
istration and held a roundtable 
with students to discuss viable 
short and long-term options to 
address the issues.

With the help of Bart dr-
akulich, director of finance and 
administration at the Bologna 
Center, they determined that 
the quiet study area in the li-
brary was one of the least used 
rooms at the Bologna Center. 
during the fall, the quiet study 
area could accommodate only 
two or three visitors at a time.

“there were hours of emp-
tiness,” drakulich said. the 

building was designed for in-
dividual quiet study when stu-
dents at the Bologna Center 
preferred a “monastic” study 
environment, he added, but 
now now students like to work 
on group projects or bring their 
laptops around with them.

“student migratory patterns 
have evolved,” he said.

as a result, the administra-
tion initiated a short-term solu-
tion of transforming the quiet 
study room into a group study 
area. although its initial use in 
the spring semester was small, 
the group study area now rou-
tinely has as many as fifteen 
students at one time. food and 
drink are allowed in the quiet 
study area, as well, provided 
that students clean up after 
themselves.

“our vision is that the space 
will be used as a place to work 
on group projects, hold group 
study sessions, or to just study 

alone together without the deaf-
ening silence of the library,” 
sellier said. sellier said that she 
and sga President Matt Conn 
frequently use the group study 
area and are familiar with its 
usage patterns.

david Payne, another regu-
lar user of the group study area, 
said a group study area where 
students can discuss their class 
materials reinforces the point of 
attending a institution like sais 
where relationships matter.

“the group study area en-
courages saisers to effectively 
utilize our best resource for get-
ting the most out of our courses: 
each other,” Payne said. “We’ve 
gained a tool not only to profit 
from our own individual work, 
but also from the perspectives 
of other students that might 
have picked up on something 
we missed.”

a long-term solution for a 
group study area is also in the 

works, according to drakulich.  
usaid provides grants that 
can be used to upgrade facilities 
with technology in mind.  since 
an upgraded group study area 
would necessitate a computer 
upgrade as well as accommo-
dations for laptops, the grants 
could fund the projects.

“i think of Brody Com-
mons,” drakulich said, refer-
ring to the main student area 
on the johns Hopkins main 
campus in Baltimore where stu-
dents can study in groups with a 
coffee and their laptops.

While no plans on design or 
construction have been final-
ized, drakulich said he has been 
communicating with engineers 
and construction companies 
about the possibility of rede-
signing portions of the build-
ing. one idea is to build a stair-
way from the student lounge 
behind giulio’s bar that would 
exit in the current language lab. 
the lab could be reimagined 
as a space for students to have 
lunch, work on their laptops, 
and discuss group projects. the 
language lab would then be re-
located to the temporary group 
study area.

“there’s a lot of planning 
ahead over the summer,” dr-
akulich said. “it will not hap-
pen overnight,” he added, but 
the goal is to provide Bologna 
Center students with quality 
study spaces they will use.

New Group Study Area in Bologna

informal “teacher” clarifies vo-
cabulary words and sentence 
structures, and answers ques-
tions about cultural issues. Chi-
nese Corner isn’t completely 
new to the HnC, however. dan 
stein, a 2012 HnC graduate, 
also started a Chinese Corner 
that met every week throughout 
the year.

“although there are a lot of 
differences of preferred conver-
sation topics between the Chi-

nese and international students, 
we were able to find some com-
mon ground when discussing 
sports and the different ways 
we can say tackle,” said an-
drew Kim, a certificate student.

Because of the laid-back na-
ture of Chinese Corner, Chinese 
students are able to improve 
their english vocabulary, as 
well. “i participated in two Chi-
nese Corners, and i was even 
able to learn some new english 

words, like ‘sausage party,’” 
said Yuren Huang, a first-year 
master’s candidate. “also, i 
was able to learn more about 
the intricate rules of american 
sports such as baseball and 
football.”

  on special occasions, 
Chinese Corner partners with 
student movie nights. for ex-
ample, to recognize the sev-
enty-fifth anniversary of the 
nanjing Massacre on decem-

ber 13, 2012, students viewed 
a film about the Japanese cap-
ture of the city of nanjing, and 
later spoke about the subject in 
Chinese. that night proved to 
be the best attended Chinese 
corner to date. the discussion 
included the massacre and the 
historic events that preceded it, 
the current tensions between ja-
pan and China, and nanjingers’ 
views of the land of the rising 
sun.

The new facilities.  PHOTO COURTESY OF BART DRAKUlICH



Social entrepreneurship: Bridging the 
Gap Between Abundance and Need
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sam brUmmiTT
HnC CertifiCate ’13 sais 
Ma ‘14

soCiETiEs in every region of 
the world have their own unique 
mix of social challenges. in 
much of the developing world, 
problems stem from a lack of 
basic necessities, such as short-
ages of food, drinking water, 
healthcare, and education. in 
the developed world, many of 
the most pressing social issues, 
including obesity, debt, and en-
vironmental degradation, are a 
result of consuming too much. 
Whether it is hunger and access 
to basic education in the devel-
oping world, or obesity and debt 
in the developed world, there is 
no shortage of challenges.

China has a mix of both 
types of problems, too little of 
the good and too much of the 
bad. More than 300 million 
peasants, the second largest 
population of rural poor in the 
world after India, toil in fields 
and coal mines for no more 
than two dollars a day. the ur-
ban poor in China do not fare 

much better, living in substan-
dard housing and struggling 
to afford basic health care and 
education. at the same time, 
China’s economic reforms have 
created pockets of prosperity in 
cities throughout China’s coast-
al provinces. as the country’s 
middle class expands, and its 
property and export industries 
mint new millionaires, China’s 
cities are struggling with pol-
luted air, clogged streets, and 
sky-high real estate prices. 

there is clearly an opportu-
nity to leverage the abundance 
of talent and resources in more 
privileged parts of China to 
reach out and lift up the other 
half. Charity is growing, al-
beit with fits and starts. Private 
philanthropy, in the style of 
Carnegie and rockefeller, is 
slow to take hold. in 2010, Bill 
gates and Warren Buffett trav-
eled to China and attempted to 
persuade, with little success, 
wealthy Chinese entrepreneurs 
to join their “giving Pledge” by 
promising to donate the major-
ity of their wealth.

you don’t have to be a 

wealthy entrepreneur to make 
an impact, however. a bottom-
up approach to social issues 
involving millions of social 
entrepreneurs and civil society 
groups is most effective at cre-
ating innovative and effective 
solutions that are adaptable to 
local situations. 

When an earthquake devas-
tated parts of sichuan province 
in 2008, donations poured in 
from around the country and 
civil society groups organized 
to provide disaster relief. orga-
nizations like teach for China 
are sending recent graduates 
from China and the united 
states to teach in rural southern 
and southwestern China.  

I first became involved in 
social entrepreneurship in Chi-
na several years ago in nanjing. 
some friends and i organized a 
series of dinners to raise money 
for local charities. We borrowed 
the idea from a group formed 
by young professionals in 2008, 
Beijing foodies, and we estab-
lished the second such group 
in China. Building on that suc-
cess, we then organized collec-

tion drives to collect and donate 
used books and clothing.

for the last two years at the 
Hopkins-nanjing Center, stu-
dents have had an opportunity 
to apply their skills and am-
bitions towards projects that 
make a social impact outside of 
the classroom. the Hassenfeld 
family foundation, a long-time 
supporter of the Center, held its 
second annual social enterprise 
competition to select and fund 
one project by an international 
team of Center students. 

this year’s winning team is 
made up of three Chinese and 
three american students: jiang 
Qichen, yuan tingyu, Zhao 
tai, Maryan escarfullett, emily 
Keane, and sam Brummitt. We 
will build an online platform, 
www.nanjingVolunteers.org, to 
provide information about vol-
unteer opportunities in nanjing, 
serve as a platform for charities 
and non-profit organizations to 
recruit volunteers, and offer in-
formation to schools and com-
panies to help them find volun-
teer activities for their students 
and employees.

maryaN EsCarFUl-
lETT
first-year student at 
tHe nanjing Center

dr. GayE Christoffersen’s 
upcoming projects are focused 
on northeast asian energy co-
operation, u.s.-China coopera-
tion and competition, and crisis 
management mechanisms used 
in u.s.-China relations and 
China-japan relations.

Christoffersen joined the 
Hopkins-nanjing Center, where 
she teaches asian energy secu-
rity and international relations 
of the Asia Pacific, after spend-
ing a year as a visiting profes-

sor at the Baltimore campus. 
Christoffersen has researched 
with the Ministry of Petroleum 
industry in Beijing, which was 
privatized as a state-owned en-
terprise in 1999 as the China 
national Petroleum Corpora-
tion. Her academic background 
is in Chinese foreign policy, 
Asia-Pacific international re-
lations, and u.s.-China en-
ergy relations. Christoffersen 
brings a wealth of international 
teaching, writing, and travel-
ing experiences, including two 
and a half years as a fulbright 
scholar.

Christofferson has received 
two different grants as a ful-

bright Scholar. Her first trip 
as a professor of Asia-Pacific 
studies was from 1992 to 1993 
in Vladivostok, russia and the 
second from 1998 to 2000 at 
the Chinese foreign affairs 
university in Beijing. as a pro-
fessor of international relations 
in the Asia-Pacific, Christof-
fersen has witnessed the un-
folding of two vastly different 
approaches to energy security 
and international affairs in the 
Asia-Pacific.

When asked about the dif-
ferences between the russian 
strategy towards energy se-
curity and the Chinese strat-
egy, Christoffersen cited timing 

and international cooperation. 
“When i came to China as a ful-
bright scholar in 1998, China 
was getting ready to host aPeC 
[the Asia-Pacific Economic Co-
operation Conference] in 2001, 
so everyone was just starting to 
become interested in China’s 
Asia-Pacific relations. Then, I 
was invited to speak in places 
like tianjin, Wuhan, urumqi, 
Harbin, and dalian. in contrast, 
russia hosted aPeC last year, 
which did not have as much in-
tellectual preparation.”

Christoffersen added, “Chi-
na has securitized its energy 
concerns, making meeting its 
energy needs a matter of na-

in Conversation with Prof. Christoffersen



ildiko hrUbos
CertifiCate student at 
tHe nanjing Center

whilE many of my class-
mates from the Hopkins-nan-
jing Center were spending our 
recent six-week winter break 
enjoying the comforts of home 
or visiting China’s exotic neigh-
bors, i was helping companies 
manage their business risks at 
the aptly-named Control risks 
Consulting.

Control risks is a global 
consultancy specializing in po-
litical, integrity, and security 
risks.  i interned at the com-
pany’s Shanghai office with a 
Hopkins-nanjing Center alum-
nus and a diverse international 
staff comprised of europeans, 
americans, 

Canadians, and Chinese. 
each week, i tackled a differ-
ent project related to the asia-
Pacific region, such as deter-
mining the risks involved in 
investing in indonesia’s mining 
sector and documenting the rap-

id influx of investment into the 
newly-opened Myanmar. i also 
devised a strategy for Control 
risks to market its expertise to 
companies in need of business 
continuity management, which 
ensures that businesses are pre-
pared for interruptions such as 
terrorist attacks, political and 
labor unrest, and natural disas-
ters. 

one of the most interesting 
projects i completed, however, 
was creating a presentation 
about corruption for american 
companies interested in break-
ing into the Chinese market. 
the presentation focused on 
recent, high-profile cases in-
volving american companies 
operating in China. in each of 
the cases, companies were in-
vestigated for violating the fed-
eral foreign Corrupt Practices 
act (fCPa). 

While several examples 
involved traditional forms of 
corruption, such as kickbacks 
or cash bribes, some compa-
nies employed more innova-

tive ways to curry the favor of 
contract-granting company of-
ficials, such as paid leisure trips 
to new york and Hawaii.  

the united states has ex-
plicit rules against corrupt prac-
tices. in China, however, the 
line between bribery and build-
ing guanxi — or relationships 
— is not always clear. Chinese 
people often rely on the guanxi 
system for many important as-
pects of their lives, including 
securing bank loans and em-
ployment. 

if Company a is attempting 
to win a contract with Com-
pany B in america, providing 
Company B with lavish gifts 
— whether it be vacations, 
expensive liquor, or even cash 
— would be considered brib-
ery. However, in China, this 
sort of gift giving is common 
and is often expected in order 
to facilitate successful business 
agreements.

some argue that this type 
of corruption is necessary and 
even beneficial to a developing 

economy like China’s. others 
argue that corruption in China 
is so rampant that it hinders the 
country’s economic growth. 
How, then, should american 
companies navigate China’s 
guanxi system? on one hand, if 
companies engage in Chinese-
style gift giving, they run the 
risk of violating the foreign 
Corrupt Practices act, result-
ing in substantial fines and a 
blow to their reputation. on the 
other hand, if companies do not 
participate in corporate guanxi, 
they will be at a disadvantage 
in the Chinese market and po-
tentially lose out on lucrative 
contracts. 

Because the guanxi system 
is so entrenched in Chinese so-
ciety, shifting toward a more 
Western style of conducting 
business is a long-term project. 
in the short-term, consulting 
firms like Control Risks will 
continue to profit from helping 
companies toe the fine line be-
tween corruption and guanxi in 
China.    

One Man’s Corruption is 
Another Man’s Guanxi
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tional economic and political 
importance. it’s reaching out 
thoroughly to the international 
community to meet its energy 
needs through cooperation with 
Venezuela, oil fields in Africa, 
and the construction of pipelines 
in Central asia that will help 
China by pass the two choke 
points---the Malaca strait and 
the strait of Harmuz.” 

Christoffersen also discussed 
China’s future in the interna-
tional community. China’s oil 
imports have recently surpassed 
america’s oil imports, making 
China one of the world’s largest 
consumer of petroleum. some 
say that China’s energy anxiety 
is behind international disputes 
like the diaoyu islands, and 

disputes in south China sea. 
yet according to Christoffer-
sen, the foremost question in 
energy security debates today, 
especially asian energy secu-
rity, is: “What role will China 
have in global energy gover-
nance? that is what’s still an 
unknown.”

additionally, although 
China invests a great deal of 
money in renewable energy 
sources, these resources consti-
tute only a small percentage of 
China’s energy use. the major-
ity of China’s industrial needs 
continue to be fueled by coal. 
furthermore, Christofferson 
said that China would like to 
be a member of international 
governing organizations such 

as the asean regional fo-
rum and the east asia summit 
because it can cooperate with 
other countries to combat non-
state threats such as piracy, ter-
rorism, and epidemics that rep-
resent nontraditional threats to 
energy and human security. 

finally, Christoffersen noted 
that another important factor 
of energy consumption and 
security is China and india’s 
impact on the environment. 
Clearly, the consequences of 
unchecked fossil fuels have 
become a detrimental part of 
living in cities like Beijing, as 
Hopkins-nanjing students have 
witnessed recently. that said, 
Christofferson said she is “very 
pleased and proud to be at the 

Hopkins-nanjing Center. i’m 
glad to be making my contribu-
tions to the curriculum here and 
the sais community. i would 
like to see further development 
of energy and environment re-
lated courses,” and she is happy 
to report she will be teaching 
at the Hopkins-nanjing Center 
next year, too.

dr. Christoffersen is the au-
thor of the 2012 book chapters 
from routledge press, “the 
Multiple levels of sino-rus-
sian energy relations,” “Hu-
man security implications of 
China’s foreign energy rela-
tions,” and “u.s.-China energy 
relations and energy institu-
tion Building in the asia-Pacif-
ic,” among others. 



SAiS at the Hofsburg
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CLOCKwiSe FrOM THe 
riGHT: Maria Yakovleva 
and Kirill Kurlyaev, dancing 
to “Mashkovsky Waltz” by 
Moritz Moszkowski; SAIS Bo-
logna students Oliver Russell, 
Tendai and Meng Meng at the 
Ball; Students talk at the re-
ception held in the Town Hall; 
Couples dancing the waltz in 
the Main Hall of the Hofsburg 
Palace; SAIS students wait to 
start the next routine of the 
quadrille; SAIS students Akh-
ila Raman, Michelle Thomp-
son, Hanna Rebecca Broder 
and Kate Maxwell at the re-
ception; the Main Hall during 
a performance in the evening.
 tendai MadenyiKa & 
 MarWa aBdou
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yEsEl lEE
first-year Korea stud-
ies ConCentrator

oNE of the great selling points 
of the sais dC campus is the 
maxim of real estate: location, 
location, location. But with 
prime location comes perks and 
drawbacks.

Perk: attending a talk with 
former un secretary general 
Kofi Annan the same day my 
“two Koreas” class discusses 
the importance of international 
cooperation when establishing 
the agreed framework.

drawback: a desirable lo-
cation means limited studying 
space.

since we do not share a cam-
pus with undergraduates, we 
have fewer options for campus-
centered student life and study 
space. 

a well-rounded sais career 
involves more than long nights 
at the library, but receiving a 
premier education is presum-
ably one of the primary reasons 
we chose to attend sais.

Whether studying for mid-
terms or completing corporate 

finance problem sets, I find my-
self pressed to find quiet areas 
to work or study in groups. 

the library has four study 
rooms, which are often full 
and booked a week in advance. 
When these rooms are full, stu-
dents resort to searching for 
other spaces, a process that be-
comes a free-for-all for empty 
classrooms.

as the main sais building, 
nitze’s classrooms are where 
most students search for empty 
classrooms. the Bernstein-
Offit Building (BOB) offers 
a closer alternative than the 
rome Building, but security 
often locks classrooms that will 
not be used that day. 

due to its limited number 
of classrooms, rome does not 
offer an attractive alternative 
to nitze or BoB. regardless 
of the building, this lack of  
group study space presents 
problems, as groups often  
occupy rooms when students 
and professors arrive to hold 
class.

as much as studying at star-
bucks or a café decreases my 
transit time for coffee breaks, 

i believe complete silence is 
most conducive to studying. 
the sais café offers an alter-
native to these spaces, but it is 
more of a social space that does 
not allow for productivity. 

this means there is limited 
private space where we can 
work together in silence while 
not bothering other students. 
The few times my corporate fi-
nance group attempted to meet 
during normal class hours when 
there were no library rooms 
available, we resorted to work-
ing in the sais café, and we sat 
for hours without finishing our 
weekly problem set.

My search has expanded be-
yond sais and dupont Circle 
to office conference rooms in 
farragut square, my location of 
last resort. 

one of my most productive 
study spots is a conference room 
at my friend’s workplace. it of-
fers a peaceful, quiet space and 
a whiteboard useful for drawing 
trade theory graphs with the bo-
nus of free diet Coke and easy 
access to the farragut square 
food trucks.

the most obvious solution 

to this issue is for sais to ac-
quire more space, which poses 
a formidable challenge on Mas-
sachusetts avenue. another 
solution would be to build ad-
ditional levels on the build-
ings that sais already owns, 
but this approach presents 
financial and potential legal  
issues. expanding the 
space available for class-
rooms and the library by 
relocating administrative  
offices offers a more realistic 
solution. However, this solution 
is politically touchy as well.

as an institution with a rep-
utation for rigorous quantitative 
requirements, perhaps sais is 
teaching me practical applica-
tions for finding solutions to 
limited resources. or maybe 
it’s teaching me to expand my 
network by meeting people at 
new study places. 

despite the frustration 
of this particular drawback,  
however, i am happy to  
find more reasons to explore 
the city in order to take advan-
tage of the opportunities offered  
by sais’s location, location, 
location.

The quest for Study Space at 
SAIS Washington D.C.
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miChaEl mElamEd
first-year latin aMeri-
Can studies ConCen-
trator

my ParENTs are social 
workers who help individuals 
and families deal with stressful 
and emotionally trying situa-
tions. they have always en-
couraged me to “trust the pro-
cess.” essentially, this means to 
focus on what is in your control 
and trust that variables outside 
of your control will work them-

selves out. this approach could 
be viewed as a secular version 
of faith in a higher power. 

despite its simplicity, i have 
never found this advice more 
difficult to heed than during 
these past few months at sais. 
as i think about problem sets, 
midterms, personal finances, 

and the increasingly competi-
tive and time consuming hunt 
for summer internships and 
post-graduation employment, i 
can feel my anxiety level rising. 
judging from my observations 
of and interactions with class-
mates, i don’t think i am alone.

first and foremost, the 

stakes feel high. for most of 
us, an undergraduate degree 
was not so much a choice as an 
expectation. graduate school, 
in comparison, was very much 
a choice. We made the choice 
to take on intimidating levels 
of debt, to leave the stability of 
our homes and jobs, and to trust 
that this investment of time, 
money, and effort will pay off 
though career advancement and 
personal enrichment. for the 
majority of us, that decision 
was made to either advance our 

Career Pressure and Learning  
On at least a few occasions, almost  
all of us will question whether we  

made the right choice in coming to  
graduate school
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daNiEl sChwarTz
latin aMeriCan studies 
ConCentrator

i rECENTly met a sais 
alumnus while participating in a 
monthly meeting of chess play-
ers. throughout my moves, i 
learned he had graduated in the 
1960s and spent the rest of his life 
in the foreign service. While he 
may not have studied in the same 
classrooms that we do (sais was 
located on florida avenue until 
1963), i could not help but think 
about what his classes were like.

i tend to imagine his class-
rooms filled with students more 
present than they are today. 
While i’m a culprit of my own 
pet peeve, I find that even though 
people are physically present, 
many are absorbed in their own 
worlds, courtesy of rapidly evolv-
ing technologies. 

no doubt, it excites me that 
i’m able to carry around all my 
textbooks and documents on a 
fancy slab of metal, but i can’t 
help but wonder why we don’t 
question the assumption that all 
progress, both technological and 
economic, is inherently good. Be-

cause solow said so?
distracting technologies di-

minish the sanctity of the class-
room, and demonstrate disrespect 
for both teachers and fellow 
classmates. sometimes i’m be-
wildered by students’ choices to 
attend class if they only plan on 
having intimate dates with their 
mobile devices. 

Certainly, one of the reasons 
we chose to attend sais was to 
share ideas and build off each 
other’s experiences, but this 
seems impossible when trying to 
compete with a live stream of a 
soccer game on your neighbor’s 
laptop. i’m convinced that we’re 
chock-full of brilliant ideas and 
i want to be challenged by each 
one. 

ultimately, it is your individ-
ual right to be off in some distant 
cyber world, but i can’t help but 
lose my train of thought every 
time a classmate conspicuously 
hacks away at their keyboard 
over some gchat.

to better understand this 
evolving phenomenon quantita-
tively, and to perhaps enhance

professor evaluations with a 
useful metric, some clandestine 

back-row seated student could 
keep a tally over the course of a 
semester the number of students 
who seem to be in their own digi-
tal worlds. of course, this number 
would fluctuate over the course of 
the semester as different levels of 
attention are required. Perhaps 
people would choose different 
courses knowing how student at-
tentiveness varies by professor, 
by department, and by graduate 
program. 

Building this attention index 
might seem cumbersomely silly, 
especially when it is more fun 
to keep track of the number of 
times dr. james riedel bumps 
into his podium. (Con cuidado!) 
and maybe after just one more 
text message, discussions about 
uncovered interest parity will 
become a little more interesting. 
However, that’s probably not the 
case.

dr. riedel’s strategy of scan-
ning a class roster and calling on 
students at random is exciting. 
similarly, dr. Christopher Chiv-
vis’ use of cold-calling facilitates 
enhanced discussion in evolution 
of the international system, ac-
cording to latin american studies 

concentrator joshua Marciano.
other methods to incentivize 

attentiveness include dr. rior-
dan roett’s explicit prohibition 
of laptops in theory and Practice 
of Politics in latin america. lisa 
frumin says of dr. roett’s policy, 
“i like it. it keeps me from gchat-
ting and i’m engaged in class.” 

as the brilliant economists that 
we are, perhaps we consciously 
make value decisions and pursue 
utility elsewhere. But when that 
utility comes at the expense of 
beeps, buzzes, and other digital 
noises, personal distractions turn 
public.

the observer’s audience 
might prefer to read provocative 
articles on foreign policy, rather 
than essays on classroom dynam-
ics. yet i would hate for students 
to lift their heads up from their 
smartphones in 2014, with de-
grees in hand, only to wonder 
how they had spent these past 
two years. What gave sais its 
distinction when our chess-play-
ing diplomat attended classes on 
florida avenue must have been in 
part a student body that was more 
present, without obstructions to 
to the ping ponging of ideas.

Digital Distractions Diminish 
Discussion

current career path or to break 
into a new one. and on at least 
a few occasions, almost all of 
us will question whether we 
made the right choice.

Knowing that graduate 
school is a means to an end, 
there is significant pressure to 
secure meaningful internships 
in the first year and solid job 
prospects during the second. 
Classroom education is impor-
tant and beneficial, but does not 
always translate into practical 
skills and experiences desired 

by employers. therefore, in-
stead of focusing solely on aca-
demics (which are challenging 
and time-consuming enough), 
sais students are also con-
stantly tweaking their resumes 
and cover letters, networking, 
and seeking out and preparing 
for interviews.

yet the abundance of quali-
fied young labor in the district 
has, in many sectors, changed 
the nature of the job market. 
internships are increasingly 
substituting for entry level paid 

positions. rather than offering 
their unpaid interns opportuni-
ties for training and experience, 
firms and organizations are 
searching for higher levels of 
experience and enjoying higher 
quality free labor. this devel-
opment affects the job market, 
as well, making paid, full-time 
positions scarcer and more 
competitive. 

despite these challenges, i 
want everyone to take a deep 
breath and repeat after me: “We 
are going to be okay.” Having 

made it to sais clearly demon-
strates that each of us has bene-
fitted from a strong work ethic, 
resilience, intelligence, talent, 
opportunity, and the good for-
tune to be successful. sais and 
what follows will be a continu-
ation of the process. trust the 
process. Know that if we work 
hard and control what we can 
control, the rest will fall into 
place. and if you see me fret-
ting over applications and look-
ing particularly frantic, remind 
me of the same.

to Trust the Process



bENJamiN loCks
first-year student at 
tHe Bologna Center

The following opinion pieces 
were inspired by a recent de-
bate in Professor Harper’s 
class “Major Issues in US 
Foreign Policy.” Resolved: 
The United States should pro-
mote democracy in China. 
The opinions expressed below 
reflect only those of the writ-
ers themselves.

tracy, the recent debate at 
the Bologna Center regard-
ing whether the united states 
should promote democracy in 
China led me to some think-
ing on the subject. our Chi-
nese colleagues touched upon 
important points used to de-
fend the Chinese authoritarian 
state, namely that democracy 
is a foreign concept not appli-
cable to Chinese culture and 
institutions. i wish to address 
this topic because i think this 
is a fundamental difference in 

outlook. since we are fortu-
nate enough to attend an inter-
national institution, i would 
like to openly discuss this top-
ic with our Chinese colleagues 
so that we may all understand 
a different perspective.

i am by no means an expert 
on Chinese civilization, which 
has a history and culture that 
is incomparable to any other 
nation or civilization. i do not 
purport to know what is best 
for the Chinese people, but 
i know who does: the Chi-
nese people. if it is arrogant 
to assume that 300 million 
americans know what is best 
for 1.2 billion Chinese, then 
it is equally arrogant to as-
sume that seven members of 
the Chinese Politburo, who 
are only accountable to the 
Communist Party, know what 
is best for 1.2 billion of their 
own citizens.

democracy is not mono-
lithic. democracies differ 
considerably in the united 
states, europe, latin amer-

ica, africa, and asia. these 
democracies vary in structure, 
effectiveness, institutions, and 
culture. this is how it should 
be: their diversity reflects the 
notion that government must 
be solidly based in the culture 
of the nation it is trying to 
govern. But there is one thing 
that unites all of these dispa-
rate democracies, and that 
is the fact that people have a 
say in the policies that govern 
their lives. i would venture to 
say that every person on earth 
believes he or she should have 
the right to some sort of input 
on policies that affect his or 
her life. that consensus may 
break down when you ask 
someone whether that right 
should be extended to other 
people on an equal basis.

Chinese democracy, when 
(not if) it comes, will inevita-
bly take on some unique char-
acteristics -- some that may be 
unrecognizable to the Western 
viewer. But it will incorpo-
rate the views of its citizenry, 

which is the core of any de-
mocracy.

the argument that there 
is something unique about 
Chinese culture that rejects 
democracy is, at best, misin-
formed, and at worst, thinly-
veiled racism. Many people 
made similar comments about 
arab culture, which has a long 
and proud history and culture, 
as well.  yet in the past few 
years, we have seen that mil-
lions of people are willing 
to take to the streets to fight, 
and sometimes to die, for the 
cause of democracy -- like the 
students at tiananmen square 
in 1989.

over several millenia, the 
Chinese people have shown 
themselves to be industrious, 
intelligent, and capable. there 
is no reason to think they can-
not use those same skills to 
build a stable and effective 
democratic system.

liao XiaN
first-year student at 
tHe Bologna Center

Benjamin, thank you very 
much for your thoughts. 
during the recent debate, 
i was deeply impressed by 
sais students’ passion and 
thorough understanding of 
challenges in China.

in your article, you ar 

should China have a democracy?
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mark radiN
international deVel-
oPMent ConCentrator

Now that we are past the mid-
term period, it is a good time to 
reflect on the progress of our 
second semester. as i organize 
my thoughts, I find myself re-
turning to one theme: i broke a 
long-held personal rule to never 
register for a class the first time 

it is offered or a class with a 
brand-new instructor. this se-
mester i signed up for not one 
but two such classes.

While certain courses pro-
vide unbelievable learning ex-
periences that will remain with 
us throughout our career, other 
classes fail to meet our expec-
tations. My mind could not 
escape those classes that un-
derperform. What makes those 

classes different and how could 
sais do a better job of decreas-
ing those sub-par academic ex-
periences?

new classes are often taught 
by experts in the field who, 
despite their experience, may 
have limited or no knowledge 
of how sais functions, or how 
to run and manage a class. as-
signments may be not challeng-
ing enough or overly ambitious. 

While new instructors under-
standably must gain experience 
in order to make high quality 
classes for future students, i 
wonder whether this is fair. is 
it right that we are paying sais 
tuition to be guinea pigs in an 
often failed experiment?

that leads me to my next 
question: What is the process of 
selecting, preparing, and moni-
toring these new instructors? it 

Evaluating First-Time Professors

If it is arrogant to assume that 300  
million Americans know what is best for 

1.2 billion Chinese, then it is equally  
arrogant to assume that seven members 
of the Chinese Politburo, know what is 
best for 1.2 billion of their own citizens



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

gued that Chinese people 
have the rights, the need, 
and the capability of pur-
suing democracy in China. 
this argument is perfectly 
correct from an idealistic 
perspective. Most educated 
Chinese citizens, including 
me, would agree with you to 
the extent that Chinese peo-
ple deserve the right to make 
decisions for themselves.

yet it is also important to 
note that everyone in China 
has his or her individual ex-
pectations about the future of 
China, which may not neces-
sarily contain the desire for 
democracy. of course, my 
opinion cannot represent 
that of China’s huge popula-
tion (and i am speaking as a 
Chinese student studying in-
ternational relations). How-
ever, i believe that democ-
racy is not a good choice for 
the current Chinese society.

My biggest concern is 
that pursuing democracy 
will hurt. By “hurt,” i mean 

that China is far from ready 
to bear the price of undergo-
ing a democratic reform or 
revolution. it is widely ac-
knowledged that the process 
of changing a society into a 
republic entails a long period 
of social unrest. this long-
lasting turmoil occurred in 
the history of taiwan, Ko-
rea, and arguably the coun-
tries that participated in the 
arab spring. 

imagine this social tur-
bulence combined with eco-
nomic recession in a society 
with 1.3 billion people, in-
cluding 600 million living 
under the poverty line. the 
price that China and the 
world would pay for such a 
democratic transition is ex-
tremely high.

the possibility of social 
unrest is by no means an 
exaggeration. recently, a 
village in guangdong, the 
first province to experiment 
with market reforms in the 
1980s, failed its first village 

democracy experiment. Vil-
lagers voted for policies they 
wanted, yet elected officials 
either could not or would 
not pursue those policies. 
As a result, violent conflict 
between the villagers and 
newly elected municipal 
government officials broke 
out as the villagers tried to 
compel officials to pursue 
the desired policies. if simi-
lar events were to happen 
across China, the country’s 
social economic order would 
be distorted, and the living 
conditions of those below 
the poverty line would be-
come even worse. in addi-
tion, a social uprising could 
stimulate potential conflicts 
among regions and ethnic 
groups, which would pose a 
lethal threat to the stability 
and prosperity of China.

However, social cost 
alone cannot be a pretext for 
avoiding reform. apart from 
the consideration of social 
cost, democracy is not a 

necessary step that Chinese 
people must take to be in-
volved in politics. through-
out history, China has had an 
advanced system of select-
ing public officials based on 
merit, which has contributed 
to China’s long-standing ef-
ficient government. Today, 
such a system is still open to 
the entire society.

for thousands of years, 
the Chinese public has treat-
ed their government as if it 
were the head of a family. 
similarly, the government 
has always endeavored to 
listen to public opinion dur-
ing the policy making pro-
cess. in emphasizing the 
significance of culture and 
civilization, 

i am not arguing that 
Western democracy is in-
compatible with Chinese 
society. rather, China has 
its own ways to solve the 
tensions between society, 
community, and individu-
als, which are fundamen-
tally different from Western 
approaches. these tensions 
can be significantly relieved 
by government efforts, such 
as enhancing government 
transparency and guarantee-
ing freedom of speech. none 
of these efforts require dem-
ocratic reform in the short 
run.

seems that sais does very little 
to ensure that new professors 
understand our culture and cre-
ate challenging and appropriate 
syllabi, assignments, and expe-
riences. Why is there no moni-
toring of the performance of 
new teachers? are they aware 
of our grading system? are 
they familiar with the minimum 
passing grade at sais?

By the fifth or sixth week of 
the semester, a guest attended 
one of my classes that is taught 
by a permanent faculty member 

with many years of experience 
at sais. When the guest intro-
duced herself, she mentioned 
that she would be teaching a 
class in fall 2013. even though 
she was a sais alumnus, she 
said, it was important to con-
duct research on what made a 
“good” sais class. this re-
search should not only be en-
couraged for all first-time fac-
ulty members, but required.

additionally, why is there 
no semester-long monitoring 
system? new faculty and their 

students would benefit from 
active input from experienced 
faculty members. department 
heads and staff should consult 
on problem sets, papers, and 
tests. this requirement should 
be expected from an institution 
of such high quality as sais. 
advisers should work to ensure 
that all of our classes continue 
to promote the high level of 
learning typical of sais. 

overall, i have loved my 
experience at sais, and one 
of the primary reasons i chose 

to attend this school was the 
opportunity to take classes 
with experienced practitioners. 
However, i did not consider 
that these practitioners may not 
have the capability to success-
fully translate their knowledge 
to students. since sais con-
tinues to promote its unique 
ability to offer interaction with 
practitioners, the school must 
create a comprehensive policy 
to ensure that new instructors 
can maintain our school’s aca-
demic integrity.    

The Two Sides of the Debate
China is far from ready to bear the price 
of undergoing a democratic revolution. 

Imagine this social turbulence combined 
with economic recession in a society 
with 1.3 billion people, including 600 
million living under the poverty line
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JarEd mETzkEr
first-year Bologna 
Center student

oN odd occasions, i must ad-
mit, i am struck by the irrational 
fear that sais isn’t the elite ac-
ademic institution i’ve judged 
it to be, that i’ve been duped 
by pseudo-intellectual shysters, 
and that i’m squandering years 
and burying myself in debt for 
no good reason. on a conscious 
level, i know this fear to be 
baseless; the program has thus 
far exceeded all my expecta-
tions. yet this fear persists, and 
i am not fully sure why. thus 
far, the only clue i have wears 
a beard and is endowed with 
the glorious appellation of Wolf 
Blitzer.

Blitzer, judging by his per-
vasiveness in our recruiting 
materials and events, is an 
alumnus that the good folks 
at admissions have decided is 
exemplary of the promises of 
a sais education. He is admit-
tedly our most famous gradu-
ate, so in that way, his exalta-
tion makes sense. despite his 
professional success, seeing 
him promoted as a standard-
bearer of sais graduates is off-
putting. His line of work is, in 
my view, not representative of 
the aspirations of most students 
who attend sais.

in recruitment materials, 
Blitzer is described as a journal-
ist, but it would be more accu-
rate to say he is a television pre-
senter. His job is mainly to be 
handsome in front of a camera, 
and to read a teleprompter or 
ask an interview subject script-
ed questions. the vast majority 
of the stories he covers are not 
the result of his own investiga-
tions, but are gathered by his 
producers, who are tasked with 
presenting current events in an 
entertaining and eye-catching 

manner, in order to maintain 
viewership and compete with 
the network’s still schlockier 
rival, fox news. there is little 
reason to assume that a high-
caliber actor on the order of, 
say, george Clooney couldn’t 
capably perform Blitzer’s role. 
Mr. Clooney, it should be sadly 
noted, did not attend sais.

When covering the sec-
ond inauguration of President 
Barack obama, for example, 
Blitzer was the centerpiece 
of an amusingly symmetrical 
formation with two attractive, 
blonde female presenters flank-
ing him on either side. as an 
absurd graphic at the bottom 
of the screen counted down 
the seconds to “the oath,” the 
gossipy troika gushed about the 
president and first lady in a seg-

ment that played out more like 
celebrity news than hard-hitting 
journalism. trying to conceive 
of how Blitzer’s sais educa-
tion was put to use during this 
segment strains the imagina-
tion.

this is not to say that Blitzer 
does not cover key issues. Many 
of his televised appearances 
concern international affairs, 
and if he can be said to have 
a regional specialty, it would 
likely be the Middle east. He 
is fluent in Hebrew, and prior 
to joining Cnn, he wrote two 
books related to israel and con-
tributed to israel’s right-wing 
daily newspaper, the jerusalem 
Post.  However, his past work 
for the american israeli Public 
affairs Committee (aiPaC), 
the notoriously powerful pro-
israel lobby, diminishes his 
claim to the impartiality that is 
expected of journalists covering 
such a controversial subject.  

sais should be proud of 
every graduate who achieves 
prominence. the school’s mis-
sion, after all, is to shape the 
minds of those who in turn go 
on to shape the world. Wolf 
Blitzer, as a television pre-
senter, influences hundreds of 
thousands of people every day 
as they tune into his program, 
and he should be given credit 
for achieving such stature in 
the news-entertainment indus-
try. it should be kept in mind, 
however, that this industry has 
little to do with the tradition 
of academic seriousness and 
intellectual honesty that sais 
strives to represent. therefore it 
should be understood that pro-
moting Blitzer’s image as em-
blematic of sais, while it may 
seduce students captivated by 
celebrity, will ultimately repel 
those whose foremost desire is 
a proper education in interna-
tional affairs.
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Shakshouka, Tunisia 
(Serves 4 to 6)
Adapted from Saveur
1/4 cup olive oil
5 anaheim chiles or 3 jala-
peños, stemmed, seeded, and 
finely chopped (I was nervous 
and only used 2 anaheims; i 
would go for 3 or 4 next time 
for a more moderate but still 
gentle kick.)
1 small yellow onion, chopped
5 cloves garlic, crushed then 
sliced
1 teaspoon ground cumin
1 tablespoon paprika
1 28-ounce can whole peeled 
tomatoes, undrained
Kosher salt, to taste
6 eggs
1/2 cup feta cheese, crumbled
1 tablespoon chopped flat-leaf 
parsley
Warm pitas, for serving

1. Heat oil in a 12-inch skillet 
over medium-high heat. add 
chiles and onions, and cook, 
stirring occasionally, until soft 
and golden brown, about 6 
minutes. add garlic, cumin, 
and paprika, and cook, stirring 
frequently, until garlic is soft, 
about 2 more minutes.
2. Put tomatoes and their liquid 
into a medium bowl and crush 
with your hands. add crushed 
tomatoes and their liquid to 
skillet along with 1/2 cup wa-
ter, reduce heat to medium, and 
simmer, stirring occasionally, 
until thickened slightly, about 
15 minutes. season sauce with 
salt.
3. Crack eggs over sauce so 
that eggs are evenly distributed 
across sauce’s surface. Cover 
skillet and cook until yolks are 
just set, about 5 minutes. using 
a spoon, baste the whites of the 
eggs with tomato mixture, be-
ing careful not to disturb the 
yolk. sprinkle shakshouka with 
feta and parsley and serve with 
pitas for dipping.

Attention SAIS Admissions: 
lose the Beard!

Cooking on 
a Budget

SAIS should be 
proud of every 
graduate who 

achieves promi-
nence. Wolf Blitzer, 

however, repre-
sents an industry 

that has little to do 
with the tradition 
of academic seri-
ousness and intel-

lectual honesty 
that SAIS strives to 

represent
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sElim korU
first-year student at 
tHe Bologna Center

sTUdENTs shuffled into 
the auditorium on saturday, 9 
March, as the Bologna Centre 
journal of international affairs 
(BCjia) kicked off its annual 
fundraising event: the Mr. and 
Ms. sais BC Competition and 
auction.

the event is a mixture of an 
auction and a faux beauty pag-
eant.  on the auction side, items 
or services are donated by stu-
dents and staff to attract bid-
ding. services included dinner 
with professors, a scooter ride 
around rome, manual trans-
mission lessons, or a 90-minute 
massage. 

the bidding was competi-
tive, and by the end of the night 
the BCjia had raised over 
3,000 euros in support of its 
annual publication. the most 
popular auction items were 
meals with faculty and staff. 
an aperitivo for ten with Mar-
gel Highet, director of student 
affairs, went for 300 euros. it 
probably would have gone for 
less had she not gotten up and 
waved a bottle of prosecco to 
renew the bidding war.

auctioneers neil shenai 
and ellen Wong were quick 
with jokes and made strangely 
convincing sales pitches to 
squeezing every bit of dispos-
able income out of saisers 
pockets. “this is the journal,” 
neil exclaimed during one sale, 
“you’ll be supporting science!”  
or: “don’t think. just bid.”

on the competition side, 
competing students dressed up 
in a Hollywood-themed cos-
tumes, performed talents and 
answered nerdy questions, such 
as "use realist theory to predict 
something -- anything.”

the costume section re-
quired coming dressed as your 
favorite Hollywood celebrity.  
Clark Kent, who stripped to 
his Superman outfit appeared 
as well as Michael jackson and 
justin Bieber.

the talent show was the 
main attraction. even though 
sais students are accomplished 
in the classroom, the amount of 
stage talent was also impres-
sive. you would be wrong.

Booyoung jang sang "think 
of me" from the Phantom of 
the opera with the grace sel-
dom seen in amateurs. Karin 
riechenberg and till Hartmann 

showed off some mean salsa 
skills, while Brad folta spinned 
a basketball on his fingers 
while reciting a poem about the 
meaning of life he had written 
that morning. Kieran Coleman, 
who is actually an acclaimed 
irish dancer, put on a stunning 
performance. i worried for a 
moment that he would acciden-
tally hit one of the judges heads 
with a kick, but he had it under 
control.

the judges deliberated for 
almost 20 minutes pick the two 
winners, but Madeleine schnur 
and felix neugebauer emerged 
victorious.

for her talent Madeleine 
called up Professor taddei, the 
favorite economics professor of 
many a sais gal, to sit next to 
her on the stage. she gave him a 
heart-shaped box of chocolates 
to hold, took up a guitar and 
sang, "i Can Be your Hero," 
slightly tweaked to a Monetary 
theory class setting. it was a 
declaration of love if there ever 
was one, but the refrain "Won’t 
you make my grade an a" sug-
gested that Madeleine might 
have had ulterior motives too.

now, it should be said that 
the man who became Mr. sais 
isn't the kind of guy who expos-
es himself to public attention at 
all. He would never have run if 
a band of rogues hadn't set up 
a facebook group to pressure 
him into it a week before the 
event. after a few days of what 
some might have called “cyber 
bullying” in Middle school, fe-
lix became so tired of having to 
reject people urging him on that 
he threw his hat into the ring.

so the introverted felix 
shuffled into the auditorium, 
cello in hand. His first piece 
was a fusion of the prelude 
from Bach’s first Cello suite 
in g Major and the song “ev-
ery Breath you take,” which he 
also sang. 

His second piece was some-
thing he had composed on his 
own. as he started to play a 
strange calm overcame the 
auditorium. Chairs stopped 
squeaking and bags stopped 
racketing, as focus went to the 
podium in a way it seldom does 
during lectures.

the winners were duly 
crowned in the end both with ti-
aras and pink sashes, which, in 
this author’s opinion, compli-
mented the fire-red hair of Mr. 
sais and the beautiful smile of 
Ms. sais exceptionally well.

Mr. and Ms. SAiS Competition 
Crowns the Unassuming

Felix Neugebauer and Madeleine Schnur after winning their 
titles; Participants, judges and organisers of the competition.  
 PHOTOS COURTESY OF FElIX NEUGEBAUER
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ChrisTiNa madsEN
guest Writer

somE of my greatest passions 
are traveling, cooking and – yes, 
i am not ashamed of admitting 
this - eating. i especially like 
to combine the two of them. 
therefore, i always try out new 
and interesting foods whenever 
i travel, whether it may be in 
restaurants or in the homes of 
friends around the world. Part 
of this hobby is to get inspira-
tion and collect recipes from 
all around the world with the 
purpose of creating the dishes 
myself to share with others.                                                                           

However, being a student 
on a budget (or just being on 
a budget!) and having limited 
time to cook can make it diffi-
cult to get started in the kitchen. 
Living in Italy, I find the easiest 
and cheapest option is usually 
to buy pizza -- and as we all 
know, they make great pizza in 
italy. But, let’s be honest, one 
can only eat so much pizza. 
for that reason, i would like 
to share with you some fairly 
simple, not too costly, and re-
ally tasty recipes. and perhaps 
more importantly, recipes made 
with ingredients found in italy. 
Hopefully you will find them 
interesting and enjoy them as 
much as i do. Buon appetito!

roasted eggplant with 
feta, garlic & parsley, italy 
(serves 2)                                                                                                              
2 medium eggplants
125 g. feta cheese
½ cup finely chopped parsley
2 cloves of garlic
½-1 cup of olive oil
salt & pepper

1. roast eggplant whole in oven 
for about 30 minutes at 180 
Centigrade. Meanwhile, mix 
together olive oil, crushed gar-
lic and finely chopped parsley.
2. When eggplant is cooked, 
remove from oven and peel 

off skin, leaving the top on for 
looks. Cut the eggplant length-
wise without cutting all the way 
through. sprinkle with salt and 
pepper and drizzle the olive oil 
mixture on top.
3. finish by putting the crum-
bled feta cheese on top.  serve 
with bread.   

Spinach & cheese muffins, 
Australia (makes 12 muf-
fins)
250 g. packet frozen chopped 
spinach, thawed
2 cups self-raising flour
½ teaspoon ground nutmeg
1 cup finely grated cheddar 
cheese
60 g. feta cheese, crumbled
1 cup milk
1 egg
1 tablespoon sesame seeds

1. Preheat oven to 210 Centi-
grade. Brush a 12-hole muffin 
tray with oil or butter. squeeze 
excess moisture from spinach 
through a sieve. Sift flour and 
nutmeg into a bowl; add chees-
es, and stir to combine.
2. Make a well in the centre of 
the flour mixture. Add the com-
bined milk and egg all at once; 
then add the spinach.
3. Mix dough lightly until in-
gredients are just combined. 
(Batter should be lumpy.) 
spoon mixture into prepared 
tin. sprinkle with sesame seeds. 
Bake for about 20 minutes or 
until golden. transfer to a wire 
rack to cool.

Oven roasted vegetables 
with garlic and poppy seeds, 

Denmark (serves 4 to 6)
1 ½ kg of mixed roots (potatoes, 
carrots, parsnips, beets, parsley 
root, celery root)
½ cup of olive oil
2 cloves of garlic
2 tablespoons vinegar
2 tablespoons poppy seeds
salt & pepper
1. Cut up all roots in the shape 
of fries. Combine olive oil, vin-
egar, garlic, salt and pepper.
2. Mix roots in the olive oil 
mixture and place in a baking 
tray.
3. sprinkle poppy seeds on top, 
and bake in oven for 45 minutes 
at 200 Centigrade.
4. turn from time to time and 
remove from oven when they 
are golden.

Mascarpone, italy (serves 
4)
1 8-ounce container mascar-
pone cheese
6 tablespoons sweet Marsala 
(preferably imported)
3 tablespoons whipping cream
3 tablespoons sugar
3 cups sliced hulled strawber-
ries (about 15 ounces)
2 1/4 cups coarsely crumbled 
amaretti cookies (italian maca-
roons; about 4 1/2 ounces)

1. Combine mascarpone, 3 ta-
blespoons Marsala, cream and 
2 tablespoons sugar in medium 
bowl. stir gently until well 
blended. Combine strawber-
ries, remaining 3 tablespoons 
Marsala, and 1 tablespoon sug-
ar in another medium bowl; toss 
to blend. Cover mascarpone 
and berry mixtures; refrigerate 
30 minutes.
2. Place 2 tablespoons crumbled 
cookies in each of 6 goblets. 
divide strawberry mixture with 
juices among goblets. top ber-
ries with mascarpone mixture, 
then remaining cookies. Cover 
and chill at least 30 minutes and 
up to 2 hours.
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Cooking on a Budget
Being a student on  

a budget with limited 
time can make it  

difficult to get started 
in the kitchen, but 
one can only eat so 

much pizza
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